
Course Syllabus: Academic English III 
Fall 2017 & Spring 2018 
Ms. Melissa Russell-Ausley (Ms. Ausley) 
Website: www.msausley.com, E-mail: mrussell-ausley@wcpss.net  
 
Description of Course 
This course description is taken from the Wake County Public School System 2017-2018 High 
School Planning Guide. The academic American literature course is designed for the student who 
aspires to post-secondary college or vocational experience. The course addresses reading, writing, 
speaking and listening, and language. Students should expect homework assignments and/or 
compositions that reinforce classroom instruction. Writing instruction at this level focuses on 
mechanical correctness, fluency, and structure. The student is expected to function at grade level in 
communication and thinking skills. 

 
 

Course Expectations 
1. Reading: All assigned works are to be read thoughtfully, with attention to detail.  All 

students should read critically, be able to discuss literary elements, and pose thoughtful 
questions about works.  Students are expected to annotate all reading selections following 
teacher directed instructions.  Annotations are checked for accuracy and completion, and 
pop quizzes and homework questions are assigned to check progress.  Assigned reading is 
done primarily outside of class, and discussion of outside reading is most often done after 
the entire work is read. Novels that we may read this year include (but are not limited to): 
The Great Gatsby  Their Eyes Were Watching God  The Scarlet Letter 

2. Writing: Writing is an integral part of every English class. Students are required to write 
papers of varying lengths through the year. Papers written outside of class must be typed 
using current MLA formatting. Ms. Ausley will provide scaffolding, instruction, and feedback 
on writing assignments, both before and after the students revise their work and move 
through the writing process that help the students develop logical organization, enhanced 
by rhetorical structures, graphic organizers, and work on repetition, transitions, and 
emphasis meant to increase coherence.  

3. Vocabulary: Word lists are taken from our readings, and from published ACT and SAT lists, 
and are assessed through quizzes, tests, discussion, and in essays. 

4. Homework: Homework is designed to review material, extend class activities and/or 
introduce (front-load) new material, ideas or units.  Homework is an integral part of the 
English class and students expect to be given an average of 30 minutes a night of reading 
and/or writing. Even when formal “homework” is not assigned, there are vocab terms and 
notes to study and memorize. 

5. Grading:  Students are evaluated on the basis of quizzes, tests, projects, in-class work, 
quality and character of class participation and involvement, and essays. The grade 
associated with particular essay scores varies according to the time of year.  A very good 
essay written in October may earn a higher grade than a similar essay written in March. 
That’s because students are working to build the skills needed to succeed as the year 
proceeds. Student performance, in connection with important course components, 
contributes to each student’s final grade for the course in the following manner: 
 
Student thinking, writing, reading, listening, and speaking are at the center of class activity, 
and grading is viewed in this context. The teacher continually assesses student performance 
and progress, as evidenced by papers, in-class task commitment, homework, and daily 
preparation. Course products are regularly reviewed. One goal of evaluation is to enable 
students to become more comfortable with self-assessment. 
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Beyond the standard grading requirements of our local system, which include final exams to 
be averaged into the semester and final grades, the individual grading system of the 
teachers may vary from a total point system to a homework, class work, essay, test 
classification.  Late work is penalized (see “Make-up & Late Work,” below). 
 
A = 90-100, B = 80-89, C = 70-70, D = 60-69, F = 60-0, INC = Incomplete 
 
Course Grading Weights:  There will not be a midterm for this course.  
                              Q1(.5) + Q2(.5) = S1 grade 
                              Q3(.5) + Q4(.5) = S2 grade 
                              S1(.4) + S2(.4) + FE(.2) = Course Final Grade 
 
Assignment Grade Weights: 
  Tier 1 (quizzes, classwork, homework, essay drafts): 50% 
  Tier 2 (seminars, tests, essays, projects): 50% 
 
Grading Timelines:  
Q1: Interims will be sent home the week of 9/25-9/29; grades finalized 10/31 
Q2: Interims will be sent home the week of 12/4-12/8; grades finalized 1/22 
Q3: Interims will be sent home the week of 2/26-3/2; grades finalized 3/29 
Q4: Interims will be sent home the week of 5/7-5/11; grades finalized 6/11 
 
Regarding grades: grades are earned, never given. If you are unhappy with your grade, 
please reflect on your performance and what you could have done differently. Extra credit 
opportunities are very, very rare, and will not be given until you have completed any 
missing work. 
 

6. Make-up & Late Work: It is the student’s responsibility to obtain the makeup assignments, 
either from the class web site or from the teacher directly immediately upon return from 
any absence, including a field trip or athletic event.  Students will be allowed one class day 
for every day missed to make up missed assignments for EXCUSED absences, including 
classroom work, homework, quizzes, tests, projects, and missed classroom notes.  
 
Work turned in 5 school days late will receive a 10-point penalty. 
Work turned in 6-10 days late will receive a 20-point penalty. 
Any work turned in more than 10 days late will receive a maximum grade of a 50. 
Students will only receive a 0 if work is not turned in or work is turned in after posted 
grading deadlines. 

 
Texts 
The articles and lessons we will use this year will come from collections included in, but not limited 
to, the following texts:  
 
Cohen, Samuel, Editor. 50 Essays: A Portable Anthology.  New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2004. 
Meyer, Michael. The Bedford Introduction to Literature. New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2005. 
Peterson, Linda H. and John C. Brereton. The Norton Reader. Twelfth Edition. New York: W.W. 

Norton & Company. 2008. 
Trimmer, Joseph and Heather Millet. The Riverside Reader. Alternate Edition. Boston: Wadsworth, 

Cengage Learning, 2009.  
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Films and other Non-Print Text 
Along with traditional texts, we will be viewing some non-print texts including paintings, 
sculptures, pictures, audio clips, and films. The films we watch will be appropriately related to our 
thematic units, and they will be rated G, PG, PG-13, and possibly R (with discretion). Most films will 
not be viewed in their entirety; rather we will view pertinent clips. Signing the signature form 
indicates that your child is allowed to view these films, unless otherwise noted. If you would like to 
place restrictions on this, please note your restrictions in the space for questions, comments, and 
suggestions.  ALL STUDENTS MUST HAVE PARENTAL TECHNOLOGY PERMISSION TURNED IN AND 
ON FILE IN ORDER TO USE TECHNOLOGY AT SCHOOL.  
 
Seminars/In-class Discussions 
Students will engage in lively in-class dialogue, frequently informal, but often formal, regarding a 
variety of prose and visual texts. They will be expected to identify assertions, reasoning, and 
literary and rhetorical strategies, and elements of style. While much student dialogue will require 
students to formulate generalization about a text, the most insightful responses will defend 
generalizations about a text or passage by commenting on specific evidence from the text. Informal 
discussions will not be graded, but formal seminars will count as quiz grades. Seminar topics may 
range from mundane to bizarre to controversial, and students are expected to be respectful of one 
another during discussions. 
 
Tests and Quizzes 
The majority of the tests for this class will be unit-based, though students will take vocabulary and 
reading quizzes, which will require them to master ACT- and SAT-level appropriate words, and will 
be quizzed with reasonable frequency on terms and concepts.  The final examination for this course 
will be a state test consisting of a multiple-choice sections and constructed responses. All English III 
students will take the North Carolina Final Exam for English III.  Reading check pop quizzes may 
also occur at the teacher’s discretion.  
 
Individual Materials 

 Planner 

 Composition books (2 – not spiral bound) for journals and daily starters 

 3-ring binder for storing materials. It is recommended that you organize for  
o Vocabulary and terms 
o Writing instruction and activities, including drafts 
o Readings 
o Other assignments 

 Pencils, notebook paper—the obvious 

 Pens (blue and black ink only), colored pencils and markers for projects, highlighters 

 White out 
 
Expected Student Behaviors 
It is my desire to treat you as young adults, with respect and common sense. All students should 
expect an environment that is welcoming and conducive to learning, and this includes being free 
from unnecessary disruptions and discipline problems. My goal is to ensure that learning can take 
place for all students. Enloe students will SOAR: be Studious, On time, be Accountable, and be 
Respectful.  Be in class on time, seated and getting your materials out without being asked.  Sharpen 
pencils BEFORE class using the pencil sharpeners located in the front or back of class. If you need a 
pencil, you are welcome to borrow one from me if one is available, but return it to the cup at the 
end of class. Homework should also be turned in to the appropriate class bin at the start of class. If a 
warmup is posted on the board, you should begin that immediately.  
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If you must talk, please whisper. I do not wish to hear your conversations, nor do your neighbors 
(they won’t tell you that but I will). Additionally, if I or another student is speaking, please do not 
carry on other conversations. Not only is it poor form, but it’s very distracting (think: mosquito in 
your ear when you’re trying to nap). 
 
My classroom is located upstairs in the East building – if you have a class on the other side of 
campus prior to mine, you do not have time to socialize. Get here with purpose. Manage your time 
efficiently: use the restroom and get water on your time – between the bells is my time, and I need 
you in class.  
 
NEW: Per school policy, “no student is allowed to leave class within the first 15 minutes or last 15 
minutes of class.” If you choose to leave without permission, you are choosing whatever 
consequences come with that (lunch detention, parent contact, administrative referral, etc.). 
 
If you need to use the restroom while in my class, ask first. The HOT PINK bathroom pass will be 
hanging on the front whiteboard – hang it back up when you return. You are expected to use the 
restroom and water fountain upstairs. This is not the time to run “errands” unless I have written 
you a specific pass to do so. 
 
You are welcome to have a light SNACK (nuts, fruit, granola bar, etc.) and water in my room, but do 
not bring a MEAL or candy. If you are with me after lunch, do not bring your off-campus lunch back 
here to eat. Eat meals on your time; dispose of your trash when appropriate (don’t get up in the 
middle of instruction) and clean up any messes. Also, students are not allowed to sell drinks or food 
unless it is directly related to an approved club fundraiser. Consider this your warning; if I see you 
doing this, I will write you up. All water bottles must have a lid. Regarding trash, please clean up 
anything on your desk and on the floor around your desk (even if it isn’t yours) at the end of class 
and put it in the trash can. Only recyclable items (paper, empty plastic bottles and cans) should go 
in the recycle bin. If you cannot clean up after yourselves, I will revoke the snack policy completely.  
 
In this classroom, we will be respectful and tolerant of others. We do not have to agree, but we will 
be respectful and kind. It is my hope that we can develop a good rapport where we can joke with 
and understand one another – laughter is good for all of us. Behaviors that are not permitted 
(including but not limited to) and will get you written up: cell phone conversations (no, not 
even to your momma….), excessive texting, disrupting class, disrespecting the teacher or 
other students, foul language, pejorative or demeaning language toward ANY student for 
ANY reason, bullying or derision (making fun of, mocking), and other violations of the 
Student Handbook that was provided to you at the start of school. Dress appropriately, and 
treat others as you wish to be treated. If you make a mistake, own it sincerely and apologize.  
 
Tardies 
You are expected to be in your seat in my classroom – not running down the hall – when the tardy 
bell rings. Every 5 unexcused tardies = 1 unexcused absence.  If you are held up in another teacher’s 
classroom and anticipate being late to my class, please be responsible and ask that teacher for a 
pass. I take attendance at the very beginning of class, so if you are not here, you will be marked 
absent.  If you don’t want to be marked absent, be in your assigned seat on time. 
 
If you do come in late, I will try to remember to change that to a tardy. If you come in after the tardy 
bell, please come in quietly and close the door quietly behind you, go to your seat, and immediately 
begin working from where we are. DO NOT interrupt instruction or a classmate to ask what we’re 
doing (be here on time…). I will catch you up when there is a break. If you miss more than 45 
minutes of class, you will be marked absent AND you will be written up for skipping and referred to 
an administrator. 
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 1-3 tardies: verbal warning, parent contact on tardy 3 
 4-6 tardies: 30 minutes of lunch detention with teacher, parent contact on tardy 6; failure to 

attend lunch detention will result in an administrative referral for Noncompliance 
 7+ tardies: administrative referral 

 
ISS/OSS 
If you are assigned ISS/OSS by an administrator, I will send assignments for you to complete during 
your stay. I will send any missing/late work to be completed first, followed by current work. Please 
use this time for reflection, and to get caught up. When you come back to class, please make sure I 
get your assignments. 
 
Academic Integrity 
The penalty for plagiarism and cheating is a zero (0) for the assignment, a parent contact, and a 
possible administrative referral for an Integrity Violation (colleges do not like to see that). Copying 
part or the whole of anyone’s work is plagiarism, period, including (but not limited to) in-class 
work. This means that if you copy someone else’s work or allow someone else to copy your work, 
you are both guilty of cheating. Understand that plagiarism and cheating are both offenses that will 
not be tolerated under any circumstances. Maintain academic integrity at all times, both in and out 
of class. For assessments such as projects, tests, and quizzes, you will receive a zero for attaining 
answers by means including (but not limited to) electronically or from another student. The work 
that you turn in should always be your own, and you should never allow let another student take 
credit for your work. Copying or paraphrasing from any study aid (in print or online) is also 
plagiarism and will also result in a zero. The purpose of writing assignments is for me to see your 
thought process and how analyze what you read, not to see how well you can copy the material a 
study aid identifies.  
 
Communication 
To ensure the best possible communication with my students and parents, I maintain a web site, 
www.msausley.com. Please bookmark this site on any electronic device you frequently use. I use 
this site to post listings of what we’re doing in class each week, as well as electronic copies of 
documents that we use in class.  
 
In addition, I frequently use the text service Remind to send out class announcements and 
reminders (for example, if we will be in a different location than the classroom so you don’t walk all 
the way over here). It is your responsibility to sign up for this service using your class code on my 
web site. Please use your first and last names when signing up so that if you need to message me, I’ll 
know who you are.  If you change phone numbers during the year, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to 
resubscribe. 
 
While I go by “Ms. Ausley” professionally, my legal name is “Melissa Russell-Ausley” and so my 
school email is hyphenated.  Please make note of this and add me to your contacts, as I may not get 
email from you otherwise.  My WCPSS email is mrussell-ausley@wcpss.net.  Until I learn who all of 
you are, please tell me who you are and which class/block you are in when you email me. Thank 
you!   
 
Lastly, we are all human. We make mistakes. I ask for grace, and I try to give it. It’s my hope that 
even if “English isn’t your subject,” that you’ll learn something new and positive from this class. I’m 
really glad that you’re here, and I’m looking forward to our year ahead! 
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