
APLC Independent Columnist Project (Q1) 
 

 During this quarter, you are required to follow a columnist affiliated with a major newspaper in 
the United States.  You must collect six (6) current, consecutive columns by your author.  Each student 
will follow a different author, so you need to let me know which columnist you wish to study as soon as 
possible.  If someone else has already indicated that he/she is following this author, then you will have to 
locate another writer. The deadline for choosing an author is Thursday, September 7, 2017. 

Attached you will find a list of newspaper web sites.  All can be accessed in school or at home.  
You may find the name of the specific author you wish to follow on the home page; otherwise, check the 
Editorials of Op-Ed.  Archives can be searched on these sites, but many publications require payment for 
articles older than one or two weeks.  Therefore, do not let this go until the due date.  The assignment has 
four parts: 
 
I. Each article must be annotated.  Annotate for the following: 

A. Speaker’s tone    C. Organizational shifts 
B. Rhetorical strategies                                D. Appeals to logic or emotion 

 
*Mark places in the text that evoke a reaction from you, be it laughter, anger or confusion. 
 
II. After annotating, write a one and a half to two page response that includes the following: 

A. A brief summary of the author’s main point 
B. The most salient strategies employed by the author 
C. The article’s effect on you  

 

All responses should be typed using Times New Roman 12 pt. font. 
 

*Your first annotated article and one-page response are due Friday, September 15, 2017; if you are 
struggling, I can give you some guidance.  I will not check the next five articles and responses; they are 
due with the final assignment.  The due date for the final assignment is Friday, October 20, 2017 (an ER 
day).  
 
III. The next task is to write an essay that delineates the following: 

A. The author’s general focus in columns (e.g. political, family, arts) 
B. Five of the author’s oft-used stylistic devices 
C. An analysis of the efficacy of those devices 

 
*You are to judge the author’s writing style as convincing or ineffectual and explain why; it is not 
necessary that you agree with the author if you feel s/he has made a point forcefully.  Specific examples 
must be provided from a variety of collected columns. 

 

This essay should be typed using Times New Roman 12 pt. font. 

 
IV. The last part of this assignment will be to create 10-15 slides focusing on the rhetorical devices used 
by your writer.  You should also include: a short bio on your writer, specific examples of the rhetorical 
devices he/she uses, and definitions of these devices. These slides will be compiled into one large 
PowerPoint show which will be used by our class to review for the APLC exam.  The due date for the final 
assignment is Friday, October 20, 2017 (an ER day).  This project must turned in on Friday, October 20, 2017 



at the beginning of your class period.  Late assignments will not be accepted for this project, as it is at the 
end of the quarter and I need time to grade.  
 
The New York Times    www.nytimes.com  Click on Editorials/Op-Ed. 
          Maureen Dowd  “Liberties” 
          Thomas L. Friedman  “Foreign Affairs” 
          Bob Herbert  “In America” 
          Paul Krugman  “Reckonings” 
          Frank Rich  “Journal” 
          William Safire  “Essays” 
 
The Washington Post   www.washingtonpost.com  Click on Opinions to see a list of regular contributors. 
          Jim Hoagland 
          William Raspberry 
          George F. Will 
 
The Boston Globe  www.boston.com/globe  Click on Editorials/Op-Ed. 
           Ellen Goodman 
           Joan Vennochi 
 
The Nation  http://www.thenation.com/  (note this is a left-wing publication…Republicans beware!) 
            Calvin Trillin 
            Christopher Hitchens 
            Katha Pollitt 
 
Chicago Sun-Times  http://www.suntimes.com/index/  Click on Commentary and use list of columnists. 
 
Chicago Tribune  http://www.chicagotribune.com/   Click on Columnists. 
 
Miami Herald   http://www.miami.com/herald/  Click on Columnists; Columnists are on the right. 
 
The San Francisco Chronicle  http://www.sfgate.com/chronicle/  Click on Columnists. 
 
The Washington Times  http://www.washingtontimes.com/op-ed/  Click on Opinion/Editorial and scroll 
down to Regular columnists. 
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Rubric for Columnist Project 
 
_________________________________Columnist   ____________________________________ Student 
 
Possible Points  Points Earned 
I. Annotation of each article for: 
          6      _____ Speaker’s tone 
 
          6      _____ Rhetorical strategies 
 
          6      _____ Organizational shifts 
 
          6      _____          Appeals to logic or emotion 
 
II. One-page response including: 
 
         12      _____  Summary of the author’s main point 
 
         12      _____   Author’s strategies 
 
         12      _____   Discussion of article’s effect on you 
 
III. Final essay: 
           
          2     ______  Author’s general focus in his/her columns 
 
          6                    ______  Discussion of the author’s oft-used stylistic devices 
                                                              
         12                   ______  Analysis of these devices 

 Discusses whether author’s writing style convincing or ineffectual 

 Explained why  

 Used specific examples from 3+ (variety) of the columns 
IV. Other requirements: 
         20    _______  Slide show presentation with all required elements 
          
 
           Total Points:_______ 
 


