
William Bradford   Name _______________________________________  PD:      1A      2A      4A 

PreColonial Literature – English 3 Standard                (circle your class) 

Objectives: 

Reading Literature 11.1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 

including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

Reading Literature 11.2: Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and 

build on one another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

Read pages 68-72 of the excerpt from Of Plymouth Plantation, and answer the following questions. 

1. What personal beliefs do you think helped the Puritans deal with the problems they faced?  

 

2. One event that Bradford does not describe is the death of his wife, who either fell or jumped overboard in 

Provincetown Harbor.  What reasons can you give for Bradford omitted it? 

 

 

3. Describe some of the author’s personal and spiritual beliefs.  

 

 

At what point of the story does he discuss his beliefs?  

 

 

4. Consider the treaty drawn up with Massasoit. Explain whether or not you feel its terms were equally 

favorable to both parties.  

 

 

What seems to be Bradford’s attitude toward the Wampanoag? 

 

 

5. At what points in his history does Bradford give inner, spiritual significance to outward events?  

 

 

 

6. What were some of the Pilgrims’ struggles, and how did they survive? 

 

 

 

7. What qualities or beliefs of the Puritans do you think helped them to deal with the hardships they faced 

both on their voyage and in America?  

 

 

8. On the back of this paper, draw a picture of one scene as it was described by Bradford. This does not have 

to be masterpiece; a sketch is fine. 

 

 

9. In what ways might the Pilgrims’ experiences be relevant to contemporary pioneers or refugees?  


