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Terms of Argumentation



Making an Argument: The Claim

 The claim of an argument answers the question, 
“What are you trying to prove?”

 The claim is your thesis.

 The thesis drives the argument.

In the poem, “Pretty Good,” the author argues that 
everyone is partly to blame for the kid’s academic 
failure. What’s your claim?



Claim  Thesis

 Thesis is a one sentence statement of fact that you 
plan to support with evidence.

 Examples:

Students are responsible for their personal success.

Or

Teachers and parents are solely responsible for  
student success.



Evidence

 Evidence supports the thesis in the form of 
commentary and concrete details.

 Without evidence an argument is pointless rambling.

Let’s say my thesis is: 
“Parents are solely responsible for student success.”

My evidence might be:
*Parents are adults and responsible for youth.
*Supportive homes and families typically produce 
successful students.



Types of Evidence

 Logos – logical evidence; often numbers or statistics, 
but not always

 Pathos – emotional evidence; appeal to 
feelings/emotions

 Ethos – the ethical appeal; the means to convince an 
audience of the author’s credibility or character.



Examples of Pathos

 I need my cell phone to stay in touch with my 
friends.

 The government should care about babies and 
increase funding for unemployed moms.

 Back to “Pretty Good”:

 Students should care about their education and work harder.

 Parents must support their kids, or they will fail.



Examples of Logos

 95% of people who exercise live into their 90s (Smith 
222).

 Smokers are ten times more likely to develop lung 
cancer than nonsmokers.

 Back to “Pretty Good”:

 Supportive parents and teachers help students achieve their 
goals.

 Children of college graduates are more likely to do well in 
school and go to college.



Ethos

 Author’s credibility

 We trust an author that uses appropriate vocabulary 
and grammar.

 We trust an author who presents appropriate 
evidence to support his/her thesis.



Rhetorical Triangle

Speaker

Audience Topic



Back to “Pretty Good”

 Who’s responsible when a student fails to be 
successful?

 Write your thesis: ______________

 List your evidence:

1. 

2.

Write two paragraphs explaining your argument. 
Underline your thesis. Remember that your thesis is a 
one sentence statement. (It’s never a question.) 


