
Washington Irving’s Rip Van Winkle              Ausley, American Romanticism 

ALL ANSWERS SHOULD BE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES AND BE WRITTEN LEGIBLY. 

Choose the Rip Van Winkle vocabulary word that best completes each phrase. HINT: You will find the words you need for the blanks in the word 

bank: amiable, conscientious, fidelity, malleable, obsequious, placid, reiterated, scrupulous, torpor, vehemently. 

1. An honest, __ cashier 
2. The smiling, __friend 
3. A quiet, __ surface 
4. Bend the __ metal bar 
5. The deep __ of a hot summer afternoon 
6. The __ servant bowed 
7. To disagree __ and violently 
8. He __ the same thing over and over 
9. Doubt the __ of an account 
10. __ in taking care of every detail 

 
11. As you read Rip Van Winkle, find 3 clues that foreshadow what might happen in the story. For each clue, make a prediction. Last, list what 
actually happened. Put your 3 clues, predictions, and realities into chart form as shown below. You should show 3 rows of boxes. 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. From the description(s) of Rip Van Winkle, draw a picture of him before his long sleep, and then draw another picture of him after he wakes. 
 
13. Mrs. Van Winkle, referred to as Dame Van Winkle, seems to dominate Rip and their family. Name a family from television (reality show okay) 
and explain how family members relate to one another today. Discuss the roles humor and stereotyping play in representing--and sometimes 
misrepresenting--family relationships. For instance, is a henpecked husband always powerless, and is a domineering wife always powerful? 
 
14. Construct a compare/contrast chart to show how Rip and his environment become different and remain similar during his 20-year sleep. Then, 
create a similar chart for yourself in 2017 versus your life in 2007. You may have to ask your parents about your family and your “village” then, and 
do some online research to find out what was happening in society then. See example below: 
 

 COMPARE/SAME CONTRAST/DIFFERENT 

Rip & You  
 
His Family & Your Family 
 
His Village & Your Village 
 
His Society & Your Society  
 

  

 
15. What aspects of present-day American culture can you see in Rip's culture? 
 
16. In what ways is Rip's America different from today's America? 
 
17. Look back at the introductory passage of the story (printed in italics). What is the tone in this part of the story? 
 
Answer questions 18, 19, 20, 21, and 22 from the text. Answer in complete sentences with legible writing. 

18. In what ways is this a classic story of wish fulfillment? 
19. What details in “RVW” do you think reveal a Romantic-era fascination with the past and nature? Find some descriptions of the setting that 

you think reflect Irving’s point of view. 
20. Irving was a Romantic writer, but he was also a satirist. What elements of this story – including the narrator’s commentary in italics at the 

beginning – are satirical? Who or what are Irving’s targets? 
21. How would you state the theme of the text? 
22. Do you find “RVW” humorous, or do you think it’s too outdated to be funny to us today? Explain your response with examples from the 

story. 
 

Prediction #1 What really happened? Clue #1 

Prediction #2 What really happened? Clue #2 

Prediction #3 What really happened? Clue #3 


