
Ausley’s English III - American Romanticism UNIT STUDY GUIDE (Early 1800s-1865) 

 (textbook pages 125-305 & Unit American Romanticism Notes taken in class) 

Completing this Study Guide will prepare you for the Unit Test on American Romanticism. 

1-10: From the **textbook** Section Notes for Unit 2: A New Nation, copy down the definition (below) of 
American Romanticism, filling in the blanks using the word bank below.  

 emotions  

 heart 

 poetry 

 nature  

 country  

 mind  

 prose 

 intuition 

 experience  

 individualism 
 

Romanticism is the name for the literary period that followed the American Revolutionary War (the 
Age of Reason).  “Romanticism, which focuses on 1. _________  and the concerns of the 2. __________ 
rather than the 3. __________, emerges as a moment [where…] personal 4. __________, 5. 
__________,  6. __________, the splendors of 7. __________, and love of one’s 8. __________  find 
their way into 9. __________ and 10. __________.” 

 
11, 12, 13, 14: Using the Romanticism Notes that we took in class, list four (4) Characteristic of American 

Romanticism. 

16-23: Use your knowledge of the following Literary Elements vocabulary to answer the questions 16-23. 

 aphorism 

 bias 

 foreshadowing 

 setting 

 motifs 

 satire 

 tall tales 

 inference 
 
16. ______  is the physical, geographical, and historical environment in which a story takes place. 
17. ______  usually humorous stories associated with the American frontier, contain exaggerations and 

inventions, foolish characters possibly with superhuman abilities, and are not intended to be 
believable 

18. ______  means an educated guess based on clues in the text and your own knowledge and experience. 
19. ______  short, memorable statements that show a general truth or observation about life. 
20. ______  is a type of writing that pokes fun at people and society in an attempt to bring about change. 
21. ______  is a clue that suggests what might happen later in a story. 
22. ______  a recurring subject, idea, theme, or idea in a story, such as injustice, flood, loss of innocence, etc. 
23. ______  is favoring one side (of an issue, person, or story) over another 
 
24 & 25. Name two (2) Transcendentalists (we studied in class) who wrote during the American Romantic 
period. 
 
26-28: Using the Romanticism Notes that we took in class, list three (3) Elements of Romanticism. 

29-30: Using the Romanticism Notes that we took in class, list two (2) areas of conflict that the Dark Romantics 

(Poe, Hawthorne, Melville) were known for exploring that other Romantic writers did not. 


