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ALL ANSWERS MUST BE ON A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, LISTED BY CHAPTER, AND NUMBERED. 

 

Chapter 1 

1. Name and describe the two main characters. 

 

2. What strange habits does Lennie have that make him seem childlike? 

 

3. Why have the two men left Weed? 

 

4. Name two emotions that George displays toward Lennie. 

 

5. Even though Lennie is slow, he can manipulate George. 

a) What does manipulate mean? 

b) How does Lennie manipulate George into feeling guilty? 

 

6. What reason does George give for wanting Lennie to stay with him? 

 

7. What is their big dream? 

 

8. George tells Lennie what to do if he gets into trouble? 

a) Assume that George’s warning is an act of foreshadowing. What kind of trouble do you anticipate Lennie 

getting into? 

b) What does George tell Lennie to do if he gets into trouble? 

 

9. Why do you think Lennie’s second attempt at manipulating George into feeling guilty does not work? 

 

Chapter 2 

1. What is the boss’s reaction when Lennie and George do not show up on time? 

 

2. Why does the boss take his anger out on the stable buck? 

 

3. So far, three (3) characters have disabilities. Name and describe each. 

 

4. What is a bunkhouse swamper? What two (2) examples does the swamper gives to show George that the boss 

is nice? 

 

5. What is the boss’s reaction to George’s answering all of Lennie’s questions? 

 

6. What does the boss say he thinks is going on with George and Lennie? 

 

7. Why do you think George tells the truth about Lennie’s not being smart even though he lies about why they are 

late? 

 

8. Name and describe the boss’s son. 

 

9. What does the swamper mean when he says, “Curley’s pretty handy”? 



 

10. Why does Curley pick fights? 

 

11. What advantage does Curley have in any fight? 

 

12. What does George mean when he says, “This ain’t no set up.” (answer both parts) 

a) Why isn’t it a “set up”?  b) Which word from your initial vocabulary list fits George’s sentence? 

 

13. George reminds Lennie of what to do if there is trouble. What method of foreshadowing is the author using 

here? 

 

14. Name and describe Curley’s wife. What about her physical appearance has led the swamper to call her a “tart”? 

 

15. Describe Slim. (answer both parts) 

a) What is his reputation? b) How is he different from every other character so far? 

 

16. What does Slim mean when he says, “She slang her pups last night.” 

 

17. Now you know that the old swamper at the beginning of the chapter is Candy. How do you think he will react to 

Carlson’s wanting to give him one of Slim’s pups? Explain. 

 

18. List four (4) things that point toward a possible confrontation between Curley and Lennie. 

 

Chapter 3 

1. In George and Slim’s conversation, you get a hint of George’s feelings about himself. What does he say that lets 

you know that he sees himself realistically? 

 

2. What is George’s explanation of why he began to treat Lennie like a friend? 

 

3. How does it help George to keep Lennie around? 

 

4. How does it help Lennie for George to allow him to stay with him? 

 

5. What argument does Carlson use to persuade Candy to let him shoot his dog?  Why do you think Candy agrees? 

 

6. How are Candy and his dog like George and Lennie? 

 

7. Each time tension mounts for George and Lennie, Lennie asks to hear about the farm again. Why do you think 

Lennie needs to keep hearing that story? 

 

8. Who asks to join in on George and Lennie’s dream?  Why? 

 

9. What reason does Candy give for his, “Ought to of shot that dog myself…” 

 

10. Curley is embarrassed by Slim’s threat to him; on whom does Curley take out his anger? 

 

11. Here, the foreshadowing elements listed in Ch. 2 #18 finally fall together. Which two actually cause the 

confrontation? 



 

12. What keeps Lennie’s attention in the barn? 

 

13. What does Slim say about ranch hands that is different from George and Lennie? 

 

14. How do George and Lennie end up together? 

 

15. Why is it important that Whit takes such an interest in the “cowboy” magazine write-in letter? 

 

Chapter 4 

1. Chapter 4 introduces you to Crooks, the stable buck. List  and cite 4 things you already knew about him from 

previous chapters (C. 1-3). 

  

2. What is Crooks’s first reaction to Lennie in his room? Why? 

 

3. Crooks says things to Lennie that somewhat explain why George keeps Lennie around and vice versa. What 

does he say? What does Crooks confide in Lennie? 

 

4. What does Crooks say that frightens Lennie?  

How is what Crooks does related to how people treat him? 

 

5. Crooks gives a full description of what his life is like. (complete all 3 parts) 

a. Describe his life. 

b. Write the sentence that explains finally why George and Lennie travel together. 

c. Tell what things the following men do to prove Crooks’s statement:  

Candy, Crooks, George, Lennie 

 

6. What does Crooks mean when he says, “I seen hundreds of men come by…an’ every one of ‘em’s got a little 

piece of land in their heads.” What does Crooks think will happen to George and Lennie’s dream? 

 

7. A simile is a comparison of seemingly unlike objects by using like or as. Crooks uses a simile when he says the 

men’s dream is “just like heaven.”  How are their dreams like heaven to Crooks? 

 

8. How does Crooks’s tone change once he hears they have part of the money already? 

 

9. Candy emotionalizes about the American Dream. What is that dream (to him)? 

 

10. Curley’s wife remarks, “They left all the weak ones here.” What does she mean by this statement?  

Why does she make such a comment? 

 

11. We see Curley’s wife in a different light when she talks to Crooks and Lennie in the stable. How is she just like 

the men on the ranch? How does she feel about Curley? 

 
12. How does George hurt Crooks’ feelings? 

 



Chapter 5 

1. What has Lennie done with his puppy? How? 

 

2. Why is Lennie angry at the puppy? 

 

3. Why does Curley’s wife tell Lennie her story? 

 

4. What does Curley’s wife do to create the final problem for Lennie? 

 

5. How does Lennie kill the girl? 

 

6. List the details that the author has told you previously that make the incidents surrounding Curley’s 

wife’s death believable. 

 

7. What effect does Lennie’s predicament have on George’s dream? 

 

8. What effect does it have on Candy? 

 

9. George steals Carlson’s luger (a type of gun). Judging by what Candy said when Carlson shot his dog, 

predict what George plans to do. Why? 

 

10. What word in the vocabulary from the beginning of the unit ties Lennie’s fate to Candy’s dog’s fate? 

 

Chapter 6 

1. What changes can you see in Lennie at the start of this chapter? 

 

2. Lennie has a “vision” of his aunt Clara scolding him. Then he visualizes a giant rabbit scolding him 

also. Why do you think these images appear to him? 

 

3. George and Lennie tell each other their dream of the farm one last time. Repeating it aloud seems to 

settle them both, giving them courage. (complete all 4 parts) 

a. What does George get the courage to do? 

b. Why must he do it? 

c. How do Lennie and George’s fate parallel Candy’s and his dog’s? 

 

4. What is the colloquial meaning of “mouse”? Why might this definition have to do with the title of this 

novel?  


