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Core Text: Wildest Dreams by Taylor Swift 

 
Lesson Focus: Close Reading For Rhetorical Analysis 

Analyzing, Comparing, & Discussing Visual Rhetoric 
 

Outcomes: SWBAT: 
• Conduct a rhetorical analysis of a multimodal text 
• Identify selected rhetorical devices and analyze their purpose and effectiveness 
• Deepen their understanding of juxtaposition through an analysis of visual 

rhetoric 
 

Standards: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn form the text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3 
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) 
develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or 
develop the theme. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.5 
Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it 
(e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as 
mystery, tension, or surprise. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.2 
Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, 
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.3 
Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order 
in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections 
that are drawn between them. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices 
on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from that of a 
newspaper). 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.5 
Analyze in detail how an author's ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular 
sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.6 
Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses 
rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose. 
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.8 
Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and 
fallacious reasoning. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.3 
Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying 
any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence. 
 

Materials: • Printed lyrics of Taylor Swift’s Wildest Dreams (available online) 
• Link to Rhetorical Analysis (available at teachargument.com/wildestdreams)  
• Handouts (including guiding questions for rhetorical analysis, visual rhetoric, 

and prompts for discussion) 
 

Procedures: 1. Warm up:  
Students will begin by reading over the lyrics of Taylor Swift’s Wildest Dreams and 
reflecting on the argument in writing.  (Do Now: “Read the lyrics to Wildest Dreams 
and, in your notebooks, identify the argument in this song.”)   

2. Independent Analysis: 
Students will receive the first handout (questions for guided analysis) and will be 
asked to conduct a rhetorical analysis of Taylor Swift’s song and music video.  The 
class will screen the music video and be given time (during/after) to analyze. 

3. Small Groups: 
In small groups, students will share their findings and discuss the rhetorical purpose 
of Swift’s song.  Then, the class will watch the online rhetorical analysis of the song 
(available on teachargument.com/wildestdreams)!to compare and contrast their 
findings.!

4. Visual Rhetoric: 
In the same small groups, students will be asked to analyze the visual rhetoric of 
three specific frames (handout).  Students will ultimately share these responses with 
the class. 

5. Compare & Contrast: 
The “compare and contrast” activity can be implemented in small groups, as a full 
class discussion, as an independent writing task, as homework, or as a long-term 
writing assignment.  This particular thinking and writing task is flexible with regard 
to the time it can take, the way it is implemented, and the “depth” that is expected.  
(Handout.) 

6. Full Class Discussion: 
Students will engage in a full class discussion, guided by the questions provided by 
the teacher (handout).  Students will be encouraged to generate their own questions 
and to support all of their claims using textual evidence (quotes from the lyrics and 
visual excerpts from the video). 

7. Reflection: 
At the end of the lesson, students will be asked to reflect on the purpose of the 
argument in Swift’s Wildest Dreams.  Questions to consider: Why does Swift sing 
this song? What is her purpose? To propel a message, to make money, or something 
else? 
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Flex: The groupings used for discussions are flexible in that they can just as easily be 
conducted in small groups, as a “jigsaw,” as a full class, or even hosted in an online 
forum.  (The final segment – discussion questions via handout – is particularly flexible, 
and lends itself nicely to an online discussion homework assignment.)  
Additionally, the writing task (compare and contrast two images from the video) is 
flexible in that it can be implemented as a class discussion, a “warm up” should the 
lesson be carried into a second day, or even a full-blown multi-page essay. 
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Name         
 

Taylor Swift’s Wildest Dreams: A Rhetorical Analysis  
 

As you watch Taylor Swift’s music video for her hit song “Wildest Dreams,” consider the rhetorical strategies 
at work.  Use the guiding questions below to scaffold your analysis. 
 

1st  
Layer Of 
Analysis 

Everything you know about 
the speaker, and how you 
learned it: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everything you know about the 
audience, and how you learned 
it: 
 

What’s the speaker’s message?  
Prove it with evidence: 

2nd 
Layer Of 
Analysis 

Why does the speaker craft his 
argument?  What is its 
purpose? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What kinds of texts have 
multiple audiences?  If that’s 
the case here, how did it impact 
the author’s language? 

How does the visual rhetoric 
enhance the speaker’s message? 
Does it reinforce, complicate, 
sophisticate, or oppose the 
message in the lyrics? 

3rd  
Layer Of 
Analysis 

Is the speaker reliable…?  
Should we trust her?  Justify 
with textual evidence! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whose emotions is the speaker 
trying to target?  How does this 
impact our understanding of 
audience? 

What does the giraffe have to 
do with her message?  What’s 
the purpose of including a 
giraffe in the video?  
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Name         
 

Taylor Swift’s Wildest Dreams: Visual Rhetoric  
 

Several still-frames have been selected because of the many layers of analysis they lend themselves to.  
Consider these images and analyze them using the following guiding questions: 

• How does this image impact the meaning of the song?  How does it impact the argument? 
• Does this image reinforce the lyrics? Does it bring new meaning to them? Does it change the meaning? 
• What purpose do the details of this visual image serve?  (As specific as – why a giraffe?!) 
 
 

Still-frame for analysis #1 
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Still-frame for analysis #2 

 
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                

 
Still-frame for analysis #3 

 
 

                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
  



!

TeachArgument.com 

Name         
 

Taylor Swift’s Wildest Dreams: Comparing Visual Arguments  
 

Consider the following two still-frames from the music video: 
 

Image A: 

 
 

Image B: 

 
 
Craft a written response in which you compare and contrast the rhetorical strategies and purposes of these two 
images.  (You must do more than simply point out superficial visual differences.  Yes, there is a big fan in 
Image A and not in Image B – but, the important question you must address, is WHY.)  Use the rest of the music 
video, as well as the lyrics of the song, as a context for your analysis. 
 

Prewriting Notes / Ideas / Comparisons 
Image A Image B 
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Taylor Swift’s Wildest Dreams: Discussion Questions  
 

What purpose do the outfits that are being worn by the actors serve in crafting a visual argument?   
What’s the point?  (Why a desert?  Why a yellow dress?) 

 
 
 

 
 

There is a lot of natural imagery in this film – long stretches of footage that include wild animals, but no Taylor 
Swift.  What purpose do these stretches of natural imagery serve?  Why include them?  What meaning can we 

make from their integration into the visual argument? 
 
 

 
 
 

There is a juxtaposition of heaven and hell in the lyrics.  What purpose does it serve?  Why did the speaker 
choose to use this particular rhetorical strategy here? 

 
 

 
 
 

The speaker states: “His voice is a familiar sound.”  The denotation and the connotation of this particular phrase 
hold entirely different meanings.  Identify and analyze at least one other phrase or image with regard to 

“denotation” vs. “connotation.” 
 
 
 

 
 

The film production process is central to the music video.  (We see cameras, a director, props, crew, etc.).  
Why?  Is it symbolic?  An extended metaphor for something?  Elaborate on your answer!  Be thorough and 

thoughtful! 
 
 
 

 
 

Why does Taylor Swift sing this song?  What is her ultimate purpose…?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


