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Deconstructing Beyoncé’s “Lemonade” 
 

Beyoncé’s  album “Lemonade” has sparked many questions in the media about the well being of her relationship 
with Jay Z.   Fortunately for us, we aren’t the media.  Rather, we’re intelligent, critical consumers of media – and 
that’s why WE are going to analyze these lyrics. 

 
Your task(s):   

• ANALYZE the selected quotes (excerpted from Beyoncé’s album, “Lemonade”)  below.  Conduct 
a close reading at the word level (i.e. why does the speaker use specific words – why “dishonesty” 
instead of “unfaithfulness,” why “wicked” instead of “awful,” why “dragon” instead of “monster,” 
etc.   

• DISCUSS the impact of the quote you read on the work at large.  How does it synthesize with the 
previous quotes?  How does it alter the overarching meaning of the album?  Are there shifts in 
tone?  Is there an emerging purpose?  Notice anything else that’s particularly interesting?  
Annotate your evolving analysis in the “synthesis” column. 

 
Note:   For the sake of this exercise, presume that Beyoncé is the speaker, and Jay Z (her husband) is her 

audience 
 
 

Selected Quote Rhetorical Analysis, Close 
Reading, and Word Choice 

Synthesis, Impact, Insights, 
Effectiveness, Notable Shifts 

“You can taste the dishonesty.  It’s 
on your breath as you pass it off so 
cavalier.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Can’t you see there’s no other man 
above you. What a wicked way to 
treat the girl that loves you.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Something don’t feel right because 
it ain’t right, especially coming up 
after midnight. I smell your secrets 
and I’m not too perfect to ever feel 
this worthless.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“What’s worse, looking jealous or 
crazy? Jealous or crazy? More like 
walked all over lately. Walked all 
over lately, I’d rather be crazy.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“I am the dragon breathing fire. 
Beautiful man, I’m the lion. Beautiful 
man, I know you’re lying.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“This is your final warning. You 
know I give you life. If you try this 
sh*t again you gon’ lose your wife.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“My daddy warned me about men 
like you. He said, ‘Baby girl, he’s 
playing you.’” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Ten times out of nine, I know 
you’re lying. But nine times outta 
ten, I know you’re trying.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“We built sandcastles that washed 
away. I made you cry when I walked 
away. And although I promised that 
I couldn’t stay, baby. Every promise 
don’t work out that way.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Now that you’ve conducted a close reading of nine quotes from the album, and you’ve synthes ized that 
analysis, explain the message that “Lemonade” seems to be sending.  Support this with textual evidence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is Lemonade’s purpose?   
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Lemonade: Purpose Explored 
 

After conducting a close reading and rhetorical analysis of selected excerpts from Beyoncé’s “Lemonade,” you were 
asked to determine the speaker’s purpose. 
 
Now, you’re going to be asked to continue thinking about purpose by synthesizing your analysis of those lyrics with 
the graph below.  (Yes – even graphs are arguments!) 

 
 
So, what is this?   
 
It’s a graph generated by “Google Trends” that displays the search interest in terms over time.  (In other words, it 
graphs how often certain words are searched.)  The blue dotted line (the most popular line) represents Beyoncé.  
The red dotted line represents her husband, Jay Z.  And the solid yellow line represents the search term 
“Lemonade.” 
 
In the space below, articulate the argument that this graph is making.  (What’s the argument?!) 
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 
                
 



Name        
 

Lemonade: Purpose Explored (continued) 
 

Now that you’ve considered this additional argument, we’re going to add one more source to the mix.   
 
In 2003, Beyoncé and Jay Z released a song together – “Crazy In Love.”  Carefully read and annotate the following 
excerpted lyrics.  Highlight important moments and note any interesting connections you notice between these and 
“Lemonade’s” lyrics. 
 

Excerpts from “Crazy In Love” Your Analysis 
I look and stare so deep in your eyes, 

I touch on you more and more every time, 

When you leave I'm begging you not to go, 

Call your name two or three times in a row, 

Such a funny thing for me to try to explain, 

How I'm feeling and my pride is the one to blame. 

'Cuz I know I don't understand, 

Just how your love can do what no one else can. 

When I talk to my friends so quietly, 

Who he think he is? Look at what you did to me, 

Tennis shoes, don't even need to buy a new dress, 

If you ain't there ain't nobody else to impress, 

The way that you know what I thought I knew, 

It's the beat my heart skips when I'm with you, 

But I still don't understand, 

Just how your love can do what no one else can. 

Got me looking, so crazy, my baby 

I'm not myself, lately I'm foolish, I don't do this, 

I've been playing myself, baby I don't care 

'Cuz your love's got the best of me, 

And baby you're making a fool of me, 

You got me sprung and I don't care who sees, 

'Cuz baby you got me, you got me, so crazy baby. 

 

 
Now that you have read and analyzed each of these texts, the time has come for you to make an argument.  
Once again, you’ll seek to articulate the purpose of “Lemonade,” but you must support your claims using 
evidence from all three texts (“Lemonade,” “Crazy In Love,” and the Google Trends graph). 
 
Be as thoughtful in your analysis as possible, and be sure to keep the conventions of good argumentative 
writing in mind (i.e. don’t forget your counterargument)…! 
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Lemonade: Critical Synthesis 
 

Macklemore released a song, “Light Tunnels,” about his first experience at the Grammy’s in which he (#1) makes a 
direct reference to Beyoncé and Jay Z, and (#2) criticizes the seemingly glamorous experience for its superficiality.  
Carefully read, annotate, and analyze the excerpt from “Light Tunnels” below before responding to the prompt at 
the bottom of the page! 
 

Excerpt From Macklemore’s “Light Tunnels” Annotations & Analysis 
 
The show is starting, they take me to my seat 
Walk in the arena building, ego of elites 
Like the whole industry is staring at me 
A row away from Taylor, two away from Jay and B 
Curtain opens up, host walks out 
We stand in unison and applaud real loud 
I watch the other people that have been around for a while 
Just excited I got invited, feeling cool in the crowd 
Thinking such and such is bold, look at such and such's gold 
Damn, such and such in real life, looks really fuckin' old 
Such and such is fine, she's with such and such, oh 
I'm here but I'm barely even watching the show 
Cause tonight we toast to our accomplishments 
Insecurity dressed up as confidence 
I said tonight we toast to our accomplishments 
Insecurity dressed up as confidence 
An award is given out, commercial, re-set the scene 
They keep saying "coming up soon is the Biebs" 
Watch celebrities take selfies with celebrities 
It feels so make believe 
They want the gossip, they want the drama 
They want Britney Spears to make out with Madonna 
They want Kanye to rant and to go on longer,  
Cause that equates to more dollars 
They want talking topics, they want trending topics 
They want outfits to be outlandish, they want sideways glances 
Beef and problems, they want nipple slips 
Cause they live for clicks, this is economics 
So we Botox our skin and we smile for the camera 
Might as well get a new nose while we're at it 
This is America, insecurity's our fabric 
And we wear it and we renamed it fashion 
I look to my right, there's a cameraman snapping 
Picture after picture after sister after sister 
Of the line of Kardashians, mind so distracted 
Realized there's an ovation and everyone's clapping 
 

 

 
Synthesis Prompt: Consider what Macklemore is saying about the lives that celebrities lead and apply it 

to your understanding of Beyoncé’s “Lemonade.”  What would Macklemore say 
about Beyoncé’s album?  Support all claims with textual evidence and analysis! 
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Lemonade: Critical Synthesis (With A Twist  Of Gatsby)  
 

Macklemore released a song, “Light Tunnels,” about his first experience at the Grammy’s in which he (#1) makes a 
direct reference to Beyoncé and Jay Z, and (#2) criticizes the seemingly glamorous experience for its superficiality.  
Throughout The Great Gatsby, Nick Caraway shares thoughts that seem to refer to the same kind of person and 
lifestyle – although his expressions and purpose differ dramatically from Macklemore’s.  Carefully read, annotate, 
and analyze the excerpts from “Light Tunnels” and “The Great Gatsby” before responding to the prompt. 
 

Excerpt from Macklemore’s “Light Tunnels” Excerpts from The Great Gatsby 
The show is starting, they take me to my seat 
Walk in the arena building, ego of elites 
Like the whole industry is staring at me 
A row away from Taylor, two away from Jay and B 
Curtain opens up, host walks out 
We stand in unison and applaud real loud 
I watch the other people that have been around for a while 
Just excited I got invited, feeling cool in the crowd 
Thinking such and such is bold, look at such and such's gold 
Damn, such and such in real life, looks really fuckin' old 
Such and such is fine, she's with such and such, oh 
I'm here but I'm barely even watching the show 
Cause tonight we toast to our accomplishments 
Insecurity dressed up as confidence 
I said tonight we toast to our accomplishments 
Insecurity dressed up as confidence 
An award is given out, commercial, re-set the scene 
They keep saying "coming up soon is the Biebs" 
Watch celebrities take selfies with celebrities 
It feels so make believe 
They want the gossip, they want the drama 
They want Britney Spears to make out with Madonna 
They want Kanye to rant and to go on longer,  
Cause that equates to more dollars 
They want talking topics, they want trending topics 
They want outfits to be outlandish, they want sideways glances 
Beef and problems, they want nipple slips 
Cause they live for clicks, this is economics 
So we Botox our skin and we smile for the camera 
Might as well get a new nose while we're at it 
This is America, insecurity's our fabric 
And we wear it and we renamed it fashion 
I look to my right, there's a cameraman snapping 
Picture after picture after sister after sister 
Of the line of Kardashians, mind so distracted 
Realized there's an ovation and everyone's clapping 

"I had...the comforting nearness of wealthy 
people." 
 
"...a partial view of my neighbor’s lawn, and the 
consoling proximity of millionaires...." 
 
“I couldn't forgive him or like him, but I saw that 
what he had done was, to him, entirely justified. It 
was all very careless and confused. They were 
careless people, Tom and Daisy – they smashed up 
things and creatures and then retreated back into 
their money or their vast carelessness, or whatever 
it was that kept them together and let other people 
clean up the mess they had made.” 

Notes & Analysis 
 

 
Synthesis Prompt: Consider what Macklemore is saying about the lives that celebrities lead, and what 

Nick Carraway has to say about the lives of the wealthy and careless.  Place both into 
conversation with Beyoncé’s “Lemonade.”  What would Macklemore say about 
Beyoncé’s album?  Would Nick agree?  Support all claims with textual evidence! 
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Lemonade: Compare & Contrast (With A Twist  Of Gatsby) 
 

Compare and contrast the relationship of Jay Z and Beyoncé, as depicted in “Lemonade,” with that of Tom and 
Daisy Buchanan, as depicted throughout the course of The Great Gatsby.  Draw as many conceptual similarities as 
you can (i.e. how might  Beyoncé’s release of “Lemonade” be compared with Daisy’s affair with Gatsby?), 
supporting all claims with textual evidence. 
 

Exclusive to Beyoncé & Jay Z  - Synthesis - Exclusive to Tom & Daisy 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


