
 

 

Malcolm X – “Learning to Read” – Questions  

Answer the following questions with detailed responses. 

1. What originally prompted Malcolm X to educate himself?  

2. In “Learning to Read,” Malcolm tells us that he learned to read by teaching himself. 

What else did he teach himself while he taught himself to read? 

3. Describe the method Malcolm X used to improve his penmanship and vocabulary.  

4. As his word-base broadened, how did Malcolm X begin to feel about books?  

5. What are the some of the similar ways Malcolm X and Frederick Douglass learned to 

read? What are the similarities and differences in the things they learned from their 

reading?  

6. Speculate on why Malcolm X preferred reading in total isolation.  

7. Analyze the use of numbers in the final section paragraph on page 248 “Fortunately, 

right outside my door was a corridor light that cast a glow into…Often in the years in the 

streets I had slept less than that.” What can be concluded by these statements?  

8. What is society's responsibility for setting and enforcing educational standards?  

9. When is the use of coercion necessary?  

10. Can a genuine desire to learn be encouraged through coercion - enforced attendance, 

assignments, etc.?  

11. Why do you suppose Malcolm X said, while in prison, “I had never been so truly free in 

my life”? Use details from the selection and your own ideas to support your answer.  

12. Is reading the most important skill for students in school today? Why or why not? What 

is equally or more important? What skills should we be prioritizing? 

13. What can a student getting an education in school rather than in prison learn from the 

way Malcolm X educated himself? Explain your answer.  

Response Writing: How did you learn what you needed to know in your childhood? Make a list 

of events in your childhood when you learned something important. What part did school play 

in these moments? How were your experiences similar or different to Malcolm X’s experience 

with learning to read? 


