
TEST REVIEW: Civil-War Era Literature, English III, Ms. Ausley 

Refamiliarize yourself with the excerpt from Frederick Douglass’ “My Bondage and My Freedom” 
(p. 330-334) and answer the following questions on YOUR lined paper. Label the questions with the 
excerpt’s title. 

1. What do you think the title means and how is it suitable to the excerpt? 
2. What is this an excerpt of? 
3. From whose point of view is the story told?  
4. How might a young, enslaved person have managed to earn the money that Douglass earned? 
5. What does his choice about how he spends his money say about Douglass? 
6. What is the setting for this excerpt?  
7. Where does most of Douglass’ story take place?  
8. How does the story get started? What is the initial situation the child finds himself in?  
9. What argument does Douglass make against slavery in this excerpt? 
10. What is the turning point in the excerpt -- can you pinpoint when things changed? 
11. Why do you think Mistress Auld went beyond what her husband insisted she do (his instructions 

to stop teaching Douglass to read) and tried to prohibit him from learning, period? Explain. 
12. What is the overall mood of the story Douglass tells (think: how does it make you feel?)?  

Explain your answer.  
13. How do you know whether or not learning was, ultimately, important to young Douglass? 

Explain. 
 
Refamiliarize yourself with the three African American spirituals we read in class (p. 337-339) and 
answer the following questions on YOUR lined paper. Label the questions with the title. 

1. Who wrote these spirituals and why? 
2. What were some of the musical elements of spirituals? 
3. What was the hidden purpose of many spirituals? 
4. What is a refrain? 
5. What role would these spirituals play today? Where are they likely to be sung? 

 
Refamiliarize yourself with “And Ain’t I a Woman” from Sojourner Truth (p. 346) and answer the 
following questions on YOUR lined paper. Label the questions with the title. 

1. What type of writing is this? 
2. What is the subject of Truth’s message? 
3. There are two possible intended audiences for Truth’s message. Who are they, and explain.  
4. In arguing for her message, what personal experience does Truth reference? 
5. In arguing for her message, what logic does Truth use? 
6. In arguing for her message, what common sense does Truth appeal to? 
7. What refrain does Truth use? 

 
Refamiliarize yourself with the excerpt from John P. Parker’s “His Promised Land” (p. 350-352) 
and answer the following questions on YOUR lined paper. Label the questions with the excerpt’s 
title. 

1. What incident early in his life compelled Parker to have courage and want freedom? 
2. What was important during this time about the Ohio River? 
3. What do you think the title means and how is it suitable to the story? 
4. Who is the main character? 

 



 

5. What sort of conflict confronts the leading character or characters?  
6. How is the conflict resolved?  
7. What is the setting for this story?  
8. How much time does the story cover?  
9. How does the story get started? What is the initial incident?  
10. Identify the source for this story (not the author). What does that tell you? 
11. Based on the man’s actions, what can you infer about his character? 
12. Although this is a work of nonfiction, it is suspenseful. How does Parker create suspense for his 

reader? 
13. Why do you think this work was written? 
14. Why do you think the identities of the people involved had to be kept secret? (consider when it 

was written) 
 
Refamiliarize yourself with Ambrose Bierce’s “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” (p. 369-376) 
and answer the following questions on YOUR lined paper. Label the questions with the story’s title. 

1. Reread the first paragraph.  How does Bierce create irony with the title? 
2. What clues do you get about what kind of person the condemned man appears to be? 
3. What thoughts does the condemned man have? 
4. What happens to the condemned man’s perception of time? 
5. What sounds are amplified to the condemned man? 
6. What characteristics of the condemned man lead him to attempt sabotage of the railroad bridge 

in the first place? 
7. Do you find it believable that the condemned man would actually be able to see the color of the 

sharpshooter’s eye? What is your reasoning? 
8. How does Bierce create sympathy (in us, the reader) for the condemned man? 
9. What are some of the “fantastic” elements (supernatural, magical, unrealistic) of this story? 
10. Determine the point of view of this story.  
11. Were you surprised by the STORY’S ending (**not the film**)? Were there clues along the way to 

help you figure out what would happen -- explain your answer. 
 
Refamiliarize yourself with “The Gettysburg Address” (p. 385) and answer the following questions 
on YOUR lined paper. Label the questions with the title. 

1. What is an “address” as it is intended here? 
2. Who is being addressed? (there are multiple audiences) 
3. What is the setting of this address? 
4. What is the purpose of this address on this particular day -- why are they gathered? 
5. Who is the speaker? 
6. Why is the speaker important in this context (address, setting, audience)? 
7. What is the tone of this address? What phrases indicate that tone? 
8. Why is the speaker’s tone important for this particular address? 


