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ARGUMENT IN AP LANGUAGE 

AND COMPOSITION

 I. What is an Argument? 

 II. What is the form of an Argument? 

 III. How can you write about arguments/write 

arguments?
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What is an argument?

 Simply put, an argument is _____________________
____________________________.
 Evidence can take on different forms depending on the 

______________ of the argument, ___________ of the 
argument, and ___________of the audience. 

 Something that is argumentative is not and does not 
necessarily have to attempt to persuade. An argument 
is simply an opinion supported by ___________; 
___________ involves ____________________.
 Although an argument doesn’t have to persuade people, an 

argument can implicitly be persuasive. 

What is an argument?

 An argument is composed of three different elements:

 ________________: the person/persona delivering the message

 ________________: the topic + the reason for delivering the argument

 ________________: both specific (the specific group that is listening 
to/reading the argument) and general (the more generalized group of 
people the speaker is trying to reach)

 The analysis of the relationship(s) between the three elements of 
an argument is called RHETORICAL ANALYSIS. Rhetoric, simply, 
is “the art of arguing effectively.”

 Arguments can be found in different forms: written texts, spoken 

orations, visual media. In one way or another, _______________
is an argument.
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The Rhetorical Triangle

 The relationship among the three elements of an 

argument is illustrated on the _______________.

The Rhetorical Triangle (Logos)

 Logos (evidence based on ________________; 

the truths can be universally accepted or proven 

facts or can be based on ideas or concept true for 

a specific group of people):

 Note the claims the author makes, the _____________

(‘a gap, a need, a lack, something that needs doing’; 

why the author is arguing in the first place)

 Note the data (evidence) the author provides in support 

of the claims

 Note the conclusions an author draws
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The Rhetorical Triangle (Ethos)

 Ethos (believability of the __________; __________
and ___________, both according to the speaker 
himself and the qualifications to deliver the 
argument):

 Note how the author establishes a _____________ (the 
adopted perspective/character a speaker or author uses to 
deliver an argument)

 Note how the author establishes credibility (not only in what 
he/she says, but also how he/she says it, and also 
nonverbally)

 Note any revelation of the author’s credentials or personal 
history

The Rhetorical Triangle (Pathos)

 Pathos (evidence designed to _______________ 

________________; language or syntax 

designed to ___________________________

to or engaged in the speaker/writer’s message):

 Note the primary audience of the text

 Note the emotional appeals the author makes

 Note the author’s expectations of the audience
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Argument and the Appeals

 A successful argument will use all three of the rhetorical appeals and use 
them appropriately for the subject/purpose of the argument and the 
audience. 

 Consider how you could use the rhetorical appeals in the following 
situations:

 You are trying to convince your school’s administration to increase funding for 
technology in the school. 

 Logos? Pathos? Ethos?

 You are trying to convince a group of your peers not to smoke cigarettes.

 Logos? Pathos? Ethos?

 You are trying to convince a group of first-grade students not to smoke 
cigarettes.

 Logos? Pathos? Ethos?

 When you are reading a nonfiction text, note the language the author uses 
to appeal to logos, pathos, and ethos. 

 The rhetorical appeals will inform and influence every aspect of the text 
(organization, imagery, word choice, syntax, etc.)

Rhetorical Web

Exigence-the initial 

situation or issue that 

prompts someone to write 

or speak
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What is the form of an argument?

 An argument is constructed of:

________________-the topic and the opinion about 

the topic (Ex. “People shouldn’t smoke.”, “Slavery should 

be abolished.”)

________________-the reasons that support the 

claim in the form of a ‘because clause’ (Ex. “…because 

smoking can cause serious health problems for the 

smoker and for those around him.”, “…because it is 

inhumane to both the slaves and the slaveholders.”) 

 ________________-specific reasons or support that backs 
up the claim (“People shouldn’t smoke because smoking has 
been proven to cause cancer in lab rats.”, “Slavery should be 
abolished because it strips the humanity from the slaves, such 
as not allowing them to know their birthday or learn to read 
and write, and the slave-owners such as turning Ms. Auld from 
a sweet, angelic woman into a cruel monster.”)

 ________________-the underlying assumption or chain of 
reasoning that connects the grounds to the claim; doesn’t 
need to be stated outright because it is implied (Ex. “People 
shouldn’t smoke because smoking can cause health problems 
in the smoker and in those around him.” The underlying 
assumption in this argument is: ‘People don’t want to cause 
health problems for themselves and for others.’ “You should 
go to college because it is advantageous to your future.”
The underlying assumption in this argument is: ‘You should do 
things that are advantageous to your future.’)
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________________-counterarguments to the claim, 

followed by reasons those counterarguments are faulty 

and do not invalidate the claim (Ex: “Although some 

people think you should be allowed to do whatever you 

want to your own body, people shouldn’t smoke because 

smoking can also harm other people.” Ex: “Even though 

some people argue that slaves are treated humanely, 

slavery should be abolished because first-hand 

accounts from slaves show how horrible their treatment 

really is.”)

________________-specification of limits to claim, 

warrant, and argument; the degree of conditionality 

asserted (EX: “Unless smoking is only done when in the 

privacy of one’s own home, people shouldn’t smoke 

because smoking can damage the smoker and the 

people around him.”)

 COMPLEX ARGUMENTS TYPICALLY SHOULD BE 

QUALIFIED SINCE A LACK OF A QUALIFICATION CAN 

LEAD TO AN OVER-GENERALIZED OR STEREOTYPED 

ARGUMENT!
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 Sometimes, especially in visual media such as 

advertisements, and sometimes in written texts, the 

____________ will not be stated outright; instead, 

it will be implicit. The speake) will instead use their 

________ in a way that makes the claim apparent. 

 Sometimes, arguments lack specific warrants. This 

weakens the argument. A good argument will 

ALWAYS have a solid warrant. Remember, the 

warrant is the unstated assumption that is shared 

by the audience for the argument. 

 Picture an advertisement selling a car. The 

advertisement announces that the car has won a 

prestigious race three years in a row. 
 The claim of the advertisement, although unstated, is…

 You should buy this car. 

 The grounds, or provable evidence, is…

 This is a car. It has won prestigious races. It has won them repeatedly.

 The warrant (the underlying belief about why people who want to buy cars 

should buy this car) is based on how the grounds support the claim. In this case, 

what does winning car races show about the car? What does winning these races 

repeatedly show about this car? These warrants are…

 The car has power (as proven by the car winning races). The quality of the car has proven to be 

maintained year after year (as proven by winning the race three years in a row). 
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What is the 

implied claim?

What is the 

grounds?

The warrant?

EVERYTHING is 

an argument.

Paragraph Development (CEC Model)

 Topic Sentence-What is the claim of your paragraph and 
what do you want to say about that claim?

 List evidence to support.-What information, details, 
quotations, reasons, examples do you want to include in your 
paragraph to support your claim? List each item here.

 Provide commentary to explain what the evidence shows. 
In the paragraph, write sentences to explain, comment, and 
expand upon the evidence, showing how it connects to and 
supports the idea you stated in your claim sentence. 
 Just as all of your evidence in a paragraph should work to 

support your claim of that paragraph, your paragraphs should 
also work to support the larger claim made by your thesis 
statement. 
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What is an argument? (organization)

 The basic format for an argumentative essay has been used since the time 
of the Ancient Greeks:

 Introduction-Establishes credibility of speaker, introduces topic, 
establishes connection to audience (appeal to ethos/pathos)

 Narration-summarizes background information and context for 
argument, sets up the stakes for the argument (appeal to 
logos/pathos)

 Confirmation-lays out in a logical order the claims and evidence that 
support the thesis (strong appeal to logos)

 Refutation and Concession-looks at opposing viewpoints, 
anticipates objections from the audience, and uses opposing 
viewpoints/objections to strengthen the thesis (appeal to logos, 
ethos)

 Summation-strong conclusion, amplify the force of the argument, 
show the readers that this solution is the best at meeting the 
circumstances (appeal to logos, pathos, and ethos)
 Each of these represents a part of a paper, which might be one 

or more paragraphs, or treated in the same paragraph as 
another section. 

Avoid Logical Fallacies

 If you want an audience to accept your argument, 

you MUST ________________…

 Begging the question

 Circular reasoning

 Strawman argument

 Ad hominem argument

 Hasty generalization

 Post hoc argument

 Either/or argument

 Others….
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Counterargument

 IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THE 

________________. ACKNOWLEDGING THE 

COUNTERARGUMENT NOT ONLY ALLOWS YOU 

TO STRENGTHEN YOUR OWN ARGUMENT BY 

________________________________, IT 

ALSO HELPS TO ______________________AS 

A SPEAKER! IF YOU DO NOT ACKNOWLEDGE 

THE COUNTERARGUMENT, YOU DO NOT HAVE 

AN ARGUMENT!

Argument and the AP Test

 On the AP test, you will be tasked with writing an 

argumentative essay. Typically, you will be given either a 

quotation or a short passage that presents a claim. You will 

be asked to do one of the following tasks:

 Defend, challenge, or qualify (the assertion)

 Take a position and support it with appropriate evidence

 Discuss the pros and cons and then take a position

 Discuss both sides of a controversy and then propose a 

resolution
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Requirements for Evidence

 In the last several years, note the variance in the 

wording for the requirements of evidence…

 Support your argument with specific references to your 

reading, observation, or experience.

 Use appropriate evidence to develop your argument.

 Support your argument with appropriate evidence.

 Use specific evidence.

 Support your position with evidence from your reading, 

observation, and/or experience.

 Using appropriate evidence, write an essay…

Argument and the AP Test

 No matter what the prompt for the AP test asks you to do, you must 
support your assertions with ________________evidence:

 Current Events/Politics

 History

 Personal Experience/Observations-Anecdotal Evidence

 Science

 Technology

 Music

 Sports

 Human Behavior

 Literature (but make sure that you ‘bridge the gap’ between the fictional 
nature of literature and the issues raised in your essay)

 Pop Culture (but make sure that it’s relevant and profound)

 Movies (but make sure that it’s relevant and profound and, if the movie is 
not a documentary, you ‘bridge the gap’ between the fictional nature of 
the movie and the issues raised in your essay)
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Argument and the AP Test

 In addition to being able to fashion your own argument, 
you will need to be able to evaluate the arguments of 
others, both in terms of effectiveness and in terms of 
strategies used. This is called ________________. 

 When you are doing a rhetorical analysis, you are 
merely looking for the rhetorical appeals in all of their 
different forms. In order to do a successful rhetorical 
analysis, you must first figure out what the 
author/speaker is arguing. Then you can determine 
how he/she crafts the argument for the specific 
audience. 

The Most Important Things:

 Argument (claim supported by evidence, backed up by unstated warrant 

(underlying assumption that connects evidence to claim))

 Rhetoric (art of arguing effectively)

 Rhetorical Triangle (speaker/ethos subject/logos  audience/pathos)

 Organization of argument depends on purpose, subject, audience

 Enthymemes are argument statements that show the claim, evidence, and 

warrant and can be fine-tuned to create thesis statements. 

 ALWAYS ACKNOWLEDGE COUNTERARGUMENT

 Paragraphs should follow C.E.C. model (claim, evidence, commentary). 

 All evidence should be specific and relevant.

 Most arguments should have some qualification in them to avoid 

generalization. 


