
AP English Language & Composition 
Exam Day Reminders 

Date: WED., May 16, 2018 Time: 8:00 a.m.  
(Be at the exam site no later than 7:15 a.m.) 

Location: Vaughn Towers, Carter-Finley Stadium 
 

What to Bring: 
● Several wooden No. 2 pencils for Multiple Choice section  
● Several blue/black pens for the essay questions 
● A standard watch... no smartwatches allowed!  
● Photo ID, must have your full name (school or state-issued, passports, PS). If you do not have 

a photo ID, expect to be turned away. 
● Yourself, ON TIME (by 7:15). There is construction on Trinity Rd. around Carter-Finley, so 

you need to allow extra travel time. If you are late (after testing begins), expect to be turned 
away. 

 
What NOT to Bring: 

● No electronics or watches with ANY alarm 
● No cell phones, earbuds, music players or smartwatches (leave in your backpack, and leave 

your backpack in your car!) 
● In essence: “nothing that connects magically to anything else” (SERIOUSLY, don’t even take it 

with you. You cannot use it to keep track of time! And you can’t use it on your break, either. 
So don’t take it with you!) 

● No study guides, books, or other outside reading material 
● No scratch paper -- make any notes inside your exam book and leave them there 

 

Other Exam Notes: 
● You may take a large, clear, Ziploc-style baggie with your name clearly written on it to 

include a light snack and bottle of water (no label) that you consume during the break. You 
will NOT be permitted access to backpacks or purses; feminine hygiene products are 
provided in the bathrooms. 

● You cannot discuss the content of the Multiple Choice section EVER. With anyone, 
including…  

○ your friends and classmates on break 
○ your parents or your dog or your therapist 
○ nor with me. ☺  

● Do not discuss the exam in speech, writing, text message, email, discussion board, FaceBook, 
twitter, tumblr, Insta-anything, or the dark web where you sell your soul. 

● You cannot discuss the content of the FRQ essays until the prompts have been posted by the 
College Board to AP Central online. 

● Seriously, your exam scores could be cancelled and you could jeopardize your ability to take 
future AP Exams. 

 



Updated Spring 2018 

Multiple Choice Section Reminders 
Set-up/Structure: 

● Four passages – check first, but expect to spend about 15 minutes for each passage set  
● 50-55 questions (10-15 questions per passage)  
● Three will likely be 20th century, one will definitely be pre-20th century  
● Could ask about purpose,/function, tone, vocabulary, rhetorical devices, structure, main idea  
● Questions can be about passage as a whole or about specific details/lines  
● Beware of EXCEPT questions  
● Each passage set has both easy and hard questions  
● Keep an eye on your numbering!!!  
● Only worth 45% of overall score!! (55-60%=passing, when combined with strong essays) 

 

Strategies: 
● Allow about 15 minutes for each(no label)  passage set  
● Annotate, annotate, annotate (causes you to read more carefully!!)  
● Process of elimination  
● No guessing penalty; wrong answers don’t earn you a point, but they don’t take extra off for 

getting it wrong  
● Some strategies: 

1. Finish easy ones first, leave hard ones to go back to if you have time.  
2. First answer questions that point to a particular line OR first answer general 
questions  
3. Scan the questions first (but not the answers) before you read.  
4. Sometimes questions and answer choices will give you clues about understanding 
the passage, so find the ones that relate to the main idea first. 

● If time is an issue... 
1. Scan the remaining questions and look for the shortest ones, ones that lead you to a 
specific line, or ones that don’t require you to return to the text.  
2. At the beginning, figure out which passage has the fewest questions; do that one 
last  
3. At the beginning, figure out which is the least comprehensible; do that one last  
4. As you work, skip a couple of the harder questions for each passage; go back and 
work them at the end (ensures you get all the easy ones completed). You may have 
gotten the harder ones wrong anyhow AND wasted a bunch of time on them  
5. If you have time, go back and check the ones you skipped.  
6. Make sure to go back and fill in any blanks before time is called. 

 
** You need to PRACTICE to figure out what your issue is and to figure out which strategy 
works best for YOU.** 

 

 



Essay Section Reminders 
General Essay Tips 

● 55% of your overall score  
● 2 hours + 15 minute reading period to write three essays  
● Readers won’t score anything you’ve crossed out  
● Use arrows, etc.  
● Write legibly!!!  
● Developed and insightful commentary OVER long intro and conclusion paragraphs  
● Use your voice where appropriate!!  
● Annotate the question, highlighting key words that indicate the task  
● Misreading the prompt, you can’t get higher than a 4, even if it’s very well written!! Make 

sure you do EVERYTHING the prompt tells you to.  
● Don’t assume the order of the essays; read the prompt to find out what you need to do.  
● Leave a few minutes to proofread!!!  
● Use the entire time allotted... if you finish early, review and revise.  
● No second person, EVER (you, you, yours) 

 

 

FRQ 1: Synthesis 
● Read the prompt carefully FIRST so you know what your task is. Underline words like 

“evaluate,” “take a position,” “make a recommendation,” etc.  
● Determine your potential position FIRST  
● Annotate your sources, choosing which ones would work best  
● Use the required number of sources... you MUST use the required number of sources; ideally, 

required plus one 
● PLAN your essay (main points) before you start writing; Your argument is central  
● Don’t structure your points/paragraphs around the sources  
● Don’t just summarize the sources/reiterate their points  
● Use strong verbs -- but only use words if you can use them CORRECTLY 
● Show it as a complex issue; multiple valid perspectives/viewpoints - More “I Say,” less “They 

Say”  
● Bring your own experiences to the table; first person okay!!!  
● Use templates and acronyms -- BITE, GOPHERS, $SEEITT 
● Agree with a difference, Disagree for a reason, Agree/Disagree at the same time with specific 

reasons  
● Cite your sources, be consistent... better to incorporate citation info into sentence rather than 

as parenthetical 
● If you have a couple minutes left over, go back through each paragraph and look for weak 

verbs (e.g., use, says, does, has, help, learn, might, could, was…) and replace two per 
paragraph with stronger verbs (see page “Strong Verbs for Writing”) -- this is a small change 
that can indicate a stronger command of language in your essay. 

 

 

 

 



Synthesis Review & Practice 

1. Read and annotate the prompt.  What is the prompt asking you to do?  
2. Write your thesis. Make sure you take a clear position. Your thesis should be an argument 

because you are making a case. On the day of the test, do not start reading the sources until 
you have established your thesis. You can change your thesis but you should be reading for a 
reason. You are reading the sources to support your case NOT to inform you on the topic.  

 
Here is a model thesis for the 2008A prompt: Take a position on keeping or doing away with 
the penny: 
 
The penny has become an archaic monetary unit because of its harmful impact on the 
environment, the move towards digital currency which would replace coins, and the 
negative effects on the economy.  

 
Quick check:  Does this thesis take a clear position? Yes.  
Is the thesis written using parallel structure? Yes.  
What are some words that help the reader see the position? archaic, harmful, impact, 
negative 
 
TIP:  Use the $SEEITT method (See it! See the layout of the argument) to organize your 
essay thematically.  
 
$SEEITT= $-money, finances, economics; S- security, safety; E-ethics; E-environment 
(natural, social, political); I- International Relations (on the earth or society); T- Time 
(historical or contemporary); and T- Technology 

 
3. Skim the sources to support your case and annotate for evidence. As David Jolliffe, former 

chief reader of the College Board’s AP English Language and Composition scoring project 
recommends, “Savvy writers converse with sources and incorporate (literally: embody) them 
in their argument...” You can also use a source or two as a counter argument. If the source 
doesn’t fit your claim as you read the first couple of sentences, move on.  If you have seven 
sources including one visual source, you need to use a minimum of three.  Because you might 
not get full credit for a source, use four to be on the safe side. Don’t forget to read the citation 
material. If the source is not valid or reliable, you can still use the source (an anonymous blog 
post, for example). Provide context for the source.  

 
Examples:   Although Source D is an anonymous blog post, the writer’s ideas have merit as he 
argues that The Avengers’ Infinity War follows the comic book universe.  
or 
In a blog dedicated to Marvel Comics, an anonymous poster commented on The Avengers’ 
Infinity War contending that the film deviates from the comic book universe in Gamora’s 
outcome but follows many comic storylines (Source D).  

 
 
 

 



4. Write a quick outline – Take a look at the model below. You don’t need to write in complete 
sentences but this outline would earn a 7-9 for its comprehensiveness.  

 
Model: Take a position on keeping or doing away with the penny.  Stance: Against. 

 
I. Introduction (A two sentence introduction is fine!!!) 

a. Grabber- provide context for the writing task. Steal from the prompt.  
b.  Thesis- The penny has become an archaic monetary unit because of its harmful 

impact on the environment, the move towards digital currency which would 
replace coins, and the negative effects on the economy.  

II. Environment 
a. People throw pennies away in the trash (Source B) 
b. Manufacturing the penny uses natural resources like copper and zinc that could be 

used elsewhere (Source A) 
III. Digital Currency 

a. Most Americans use plastic ATM and credit cards, pay using their phones, or use 
APPs like PayPal, the Cash APP, or Venmo to make transactions.  

b. The move towards globalization and enhanced technology will make the penny 
obsolete. Amazon.com is already Beta testing a store with no cash registers.  

c. MIT graduate Jeff Gore started a group in 1999 called Citizens for Retiring the 
Penny, advocating to round up prices (Source B).  

IV. The Economy 
a. 300 thousand pennies are collected each day by government workers who could 

be doing other, more intellectually stimulating jobs (Source C).  
b. Although a majority of participants in a 2004 Harris poll did not want to abolish 

the penny, almost a third of respondents who make over 75K per year (Source E), 
the movers and shakers of the economy, believe the penny should be abolished.  

c. It costs more to produce the penny than the penny is worth. Doing away with it 
will lower government expenditures.  

d. Counterargument- Abolishing the penny might lose jobs; however, these people 
can be absorbed by other coin or currency factories. The money saved can be used 
for job training.  

V. Conclusion 
a. Revisit the prompt 
b. Call to action- Remember it’s an argument. Although the penny has been a 

historical icon since the centennial of Lincoln’s birth when it was first introduced 
(Source F). Perhaps, the 2006 redesign (Source F; Source G) will be the last and 
the penny will go the way of the pocket watch. It’s time to make good “cents.”  
 

5. Write the essay Short introduction, robust and detailed body paragraphs, and a short but 
effective conclusion. Remember the length bias: it is difficult to make a complete argument 
if you don’t write enough.  The average student writes by hand six words to the line for a 
total of 180 words per page using college-ruled paper. You need to get to three pages if you 
want a score of 7 or above. Know how many words you write on average by line so you can 
submit more than 500 words for each essay. 

 



Practice 

Go to this link: 
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-english-language-and-composition/exam and select 
one or two of the released Synthesis prompts to practice.  

1. Pick a topic and year:  
a. 2017- Develop a position on the role, if any, that public libraries should serve in the 

future  
b. 2016- Argue a clear position on whether monolingual English speakers (speaking 

only one language) are at a disadvantage today.  
c. 2015- Take a position on whether your school should establish, maintain, revise, or 

eliminate an honor code or honor system 
d. 2014- Evaluate whether college is worth the cost 
e. 2013- Examine the factors a group or agency should consider in memorializing an 

event or person and in creating a monument. 
f. 2012- Argue a clear position on whether the United States Postal System should be 

restructured to meet the needs of a changing world, and if so, how. 
g. 2011A-Identify the key issues associated with the locavore movement (eating locally 

grown food) and examine their implications for the community. 
h. 2011B- The extent to which government should be responsible for fostering green 

practices 
i. 2010A- Evaluate the most important factors that a school should consider before 

using particular technologies in curriculum and instruction. 
j. 2010B- Evaluate daylight saving time and offer a recommendation about its 

continuation. 
 

2. Write your thesis. Make sure your claim is obvious.  

 
3. Skim your sources. Select four sources that would work for your thesis.  

 

Source  
How the source supports your 

thesis 
Evidence that the source offers 

  

  

  

  

 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-english-language-and-composition/exam


4. Time and Length. Set a clock for 35 minutes.  On the day of the test, you will have 15 
minutes to read the sources and formulate your argument. Spend 35 minutes writing and 5 
minutes editing. Try to write 500 words or more. You may have cross outs.  Give your essay 
to your reader on a silver platter. The scorers will read your essay supportively but make it 
easy for them to reward you for what you did well.  

● How many words did you write? _____  
● How many minutes did it take to complete your essay? _____ 

 
5. Score your essay. Return to AP English Language and Composition page where you accessed 

the prompt 
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-english-language-and-composition/exam 
Under “Scoring,” read the Scoring Guidelines, the Student Performance Q&A, and the Scoring 
Statistics. These are notes from that year’s Chief Reader on how students did on that 
question.  

● What score would you give your essay? _____  Why?  
 

Scoring Guidelines- Understand scoring differences. What holistic scoring family does your 
essay most reflect?  9-7 Effective; 6-5 Adequate; 4-3 Inadequate; and 2-1 Little Success 

Remember you wrote a draft so a few errors are okay as long as they don’t get in the way of 
the overall meaning of the essay. If you have many errors, you might only score a 2.  

Read the Student Performance Q&A, especially the common student errors or omissions. 
Did you make the same mistakes as other students?  

Read the Scoring Statistics -- the lower the mean, the harder the prompt.  

 
6. Compare your essay. For the model, take a position on the penny, the College Board 

provided a 9, a 6, and a 3. 
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/apc/ap08_english_lang_q1.pdf  You might want to 
read the typed Scoring Notes and Commentary (page 12)  first and then read the student 
essays from lowest to highest. Reading this way, you can see the development, style, 
evidence, length, and language used to earn higher scores. Look at the language of the 
Scoring Guidelines. Now that you have seen a scored essay and the rubric, can you see why 
the essay was scored at that score point?  How does your essay compare? Does it match the 
comments of one of the student models? Is it higher or lower?  

 

Essay Score Notes (Use the language of the Scoring Guidelines) 

Student model    

Your essay   

 
7. Reflection. What can you do to earn a higher score on the AP Exam?  

 

REVIEW YOUR SYNTHESIS HOW-TO GUIDE! 

 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-english-language-and-composition/exam
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/apc/ap08_english_lang_q1.pdf


 
FRQ 2: Rhetorical Analysis 

● Essentially: What is the author trying to accomplish and how is s/he doing it?  
● Analysis = author’s purpose + author’s choices  
● Read the prompt VERY CAREFULLY to make sure you know what you’re supposed to be 

responding to -- this might give you clues about the author’s purpose  
● Read the passage and annotate, annotate, annotate  
● Don’t waste time on a long intro!! Remember BITE... 
● First determine author’s purpose, position, tone (SOAPSTone) 
● Determine the rhetorical situation (CIA: context, issue, audience) 
● Never say the author “uses,” “utilizes,” or “employs” a device or appeal!!! Tell how that 

author appeals to ____ and for what reason. 
● Discuss the text chronologically and look at the big-picture rhetorical strategies (allusions, 

asyndeton, polysyndeton, satire (invective), sarcasm, parody, paradox, diction (only strong 
or obvious uses intended to convey tone or effect), hyperbole, reasoning 
(inductive/deductive), rhetorical appeals to morals/ethics/authority, logic/reasoning, 
emotion (ethos, logos, pathos), imagery, logical fallacies, connotation, denotation…) 

● Moves are described in active verbs... study in preparation (see “Strong Verbs for Writing”) 
● Constantly ask yourself/answer: How does this move help the author accomplish the text’s 

purpose. THAT’s what you need to be talking about in your essay  
● Use examples (“direct, short, intentional quotes”) from the text, but not huge dominating 

quotes. Explain what s/he’s doing instead, using little bits of wording  
● Connect the authorial choice directly to the effect it creates, or to the effect it has on the 

argument.  
● No first person here (no “I/me/my/mine”) 

 

Rhetorical Analysis Review & Practice 

1. Read and annotate the prompt.  The BIG question- What is the speaker or writer’s 
purpose? The little questions- what is the rhetorical situation and what rhetorical devices (or 
moves) does the speaker or writer use/make/employ to achieve his or her purpose? In some 
cases, the purpose is given; in other cases, you must determine the purpose.  

 
2. Write your thesis. Make sure you take a clear position. Your thesis should include the most 

significant rhetorical moves and the purpose.  
 

Here is a model thesis for George Washington’s Farewell Address: 
 

Washington employed a cautionary but patriotic tone to offer advice and warnings as 
a trusted friend, to flatter his supporters and celebrate the fledgling democracy, and to 
reinforce his legacy through persuasive appeals.  

 
Quick check:  Does this thesis provide a roadmap for the reader to see your critical 
thinking?  
 

 



TIP:  Keep the rhetorical triangle in mind- Speaker (ethos), Message (logos), Audience 
(pathos)  
 
Name the device. Provide evidence through paraphrase, partial quotes, and summaries. Cite 
lines or paragraphs.  Connect the evidence back to the thesis through commentary and 
analysis.  
 
Think of a hair braid. If you just twist around strands of hair, when you let go it will fall apart. 
An effective rhetorical analysis contains all three parts intertwined. If you let go, it stands on its 
own.  

 
3. Read strategically with a pen or pencil. On the left side, pull out evidence that explains the 

writer or speaker’s purpose and the rhetorical situation.  On the right side, label rhetorical 
devices, moves, and techniques the writer/speaker uses to achieve the purpose. Notice 
patterns. For example, if you identify numerous examples of imagery, then imagery should 
make it to the essay. If you see one instance of personification, that would not merit an entire 
paragraph.  

Example: Lincoln’s use of allusions to the Bible to connect his message of reunification to the 
crowd who attended the inaugural ceremony and those who would read it published in 
newspapers across the country. Lincoln states, “Woe unto the world …” to empathize that 
the aftermath of the war will be complex and difficult. He even includes a memorable 
rhyming homily, “Fondly do we hope, fervently do we pray, that this mighty scourge of war 
may speedily pass away" to connect the suffering of both the North and the South. A nod to 
remaining objective, judge not …,” demonstrates Lincoln’s objective, to reunite the country 
and put the past tribulations behind without blaming either side.  

Since there were numerous Biblical allusions, the student grouped them together to show 
how Lincoln employed the rhetorical device strategically to appeal to his audience through 
connecting to a religious population who would be familiar to these references. This 
incorporates the rhetorical situation.  

4. Write a quick outline – Take a look at the model below. You don’t need to write in complete 
sentences but this outline would earn a 7-9 for its comprehensiveness.  

I. Introduction (A two sentence introduction is fine!!!) 
a. Grabber- provide context for the writing task. Steal from the prompt. 

Acknowledge the rhetorical situation- In 1796, Founding Fathers Alexander 
Hamilton, James Madison and President George Washington drafted a 
farewell address that was published in a national newspaper announcing 
Washington’s impending retirement.  

b. Thesis- Washington employed a cautionary but patriotic tone to offer 
advice and warnings as a trusted friend, to flatter his supporters and 
celebrate the fledgling democracy, and to reinforce his legacy through 
persuasive appeals. 

II. Tone- A wise old friend offers advice and acknowledges his fans and says goodbye 
(appeal to pathos) 
 

 



III. Tone- An experienced statesman and war hero warns current and future 
Americans of the dangers of political parties, foreign entanglements, and political 
factions and reinforces the democratic goal of unity. (appeal to logos) 

IV. Tone- The first president commands respect of office and leads by example by 
stepping aside for a democratic vote (appeal to ethos)  

V. Conclusion 
a. Revisit the prompt 
b. Sum up Washington’s main points 
c. Analyze the effectiveness of Washington’s purpose and rhetoric. Connect to 

current partisan politics, global entanglements, and power grabs by 
different branches of government since George Washington published his 
prescient address. (Use a sophisticated vocabulary word correctly to 
elevate the style and language of the essay.) 

 
5. Write the essay Short introduction, robust and detailed body paragraphs, and a short but 

effective conclusion. Remember the length bias- it is difficult to make a complete argument 
if you don’t write enough.  The average student writes by hand six words to the line for a 
total of 180 words per page using college-ruled paper. You need to get to three pages if you 
want a score of 7 or above. Know how many words you write on average by line so you can 
submit more than 500 words for each essay.  

 

Practice 

Go to this link: 
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/sites/default/files/inline-pdfs/Farewell%20Address%20%28Abri
dged%29.pdf. Excerpts from President George Washington’s Farewell Address (1796) are published 
on the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History website. 

1. Write your thesis. Make sure you address both the purpose and the rhetorical devices that 
Washington used to achieve his purpose.  

 
2. Select four (4) categories of rhetorical devices that supports your thesis. Alternatively, 

if you want to organize your essay as a chronological read of Washington’s address, select a 
rhetorical device from the beginning, two from the middle, and one from the end of 
Washington’s speech. Choose the best organization that fits your thesis.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/sites/default/files/inline-pdfs/Farewell%20Address%20%28Abridged%29.pdf
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/sites/default/files/inline-pdfs/Farewell%20Address%20%28Abridged%29.pdf


 

Rhetorical 
Device  

Evidence 
Paraphrase, direct quote, 
partial quote, summary, 

line citation, etc.  

Analysis and commentary why the evidence 
supports the thesis. Why did Washington (and 

Hamilton and Madison) use the evidence? How did it 
connect with the purpose, rhetorical situation and the 

audience?  

 

3. Time and Length. Set a clock for 35 minutes.  On the day of the test, you will have 15 
minutes to read the sources and formulate your argument. Spend 35 minutes writing and 5 
minutes editing. Try to write 500 words or more. You may have cross outs.  Give your essay 
to your reader on a silver platter. The scorers will read your essay supportively but make it 
easy for them to reward you for what you did well. 

● How many words did you write? _____  
● How many minutes did it take to complete your essay? _____ 

 
4. Score your essay. Use the Scoring Guidelines for the 2002 prompt, Lincoln’s “Second 

Inaugural Address.” 
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/apc/sg_english_lang_02_11389.pdf  

● What score would you give your essay? _____ 
● Why?  

 
Scoring Guidelines- Know the difference between the scoring families. What holistic scoring 
family does your essay most reflect?  9-7 Effective; 6-5 Adequate; 4-3 Inadequate; and 2-1 
Little Success 

 

https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/apc/sg_english_lang_02_11389.pdf


Remember you wrote a draft so a few errors are ok as long as they don’t get in the way of the 
overall meaning of the essay. If you have many errors, you might only score a 2.  

5. If you didn’t do Lincoln’s “Second Inaugural Address” during the school year and you want 
extra practice, follow the same steps as you did for the Washington Address. This time, take a 
look at the Scoring Commentary, Student Performance Q & A, and the Student Samples for 
Question 1. The first essay, #DDD is an effective response. Would you score it a 9, 8 or 7? 
Defend your score with comments from the rubric.  

 
6. Extra Extra Practice: Take a look at “Letter to My Old Master” by Jourdan Anderson (1865). 

http://www.lettersofnote.com/2012/01/to-my-old-master.html Follow the same steps as 
you did for Washington and Lincoln’s Addresses. Make sure you address the rhetorical 
situation for this one. Why did Anderson send a letter to Colonel P. Anderson? What are 
some of underlying elements of violence that speak to Anderson’s experience as a slave?  

 
7. Reflection: What can you do to earn a higher score on the AP Exam?  

 

REVIEW YOUR RHETORICAL ANALYSIS HOW-TO PACKET! 
  

 

http://www.lettersofnote.com/2012/01/to-my-old-master.html


 

FRQ 3: Argument 
● Read the prompt carefully to make sure you understand what you’re being asked to do.  
● Essential format: [claim], because [reasons], as illustrated by [examples] 
● The prompt will likely ask you to “Take a position on...”  
● Take a CLEAR position... if you don’t, you can’t get higher than a 4, no matter how nicely 

written!!  
● Address the counterargument, so you can refute it!! Make sure you’re clear that it IS the 

counter-argument.  
● PLAN, PLAN, PLAN! Brainstorm Reasons for/Reasons against. Have your essay roughly 

outlined before you start writing. 
● Be original!  
● Choose the side you can most easily support, even if you don’t really believe it.  
● If you’re faced with an issue on which you don’t have an opinion, just pick a side that you can 

most easily support.  
● Apply rhetorical strategies/rhetorical appeals in your own argument  
● Use various, specific evidence from your own experience, your knowledge of history/current 

events, literature, etc. Remember REHUGO and GOPHERS (acronyms for evidence), $SEEITT 
(acronym for reasons)  

● Personal anecdotes can be great support IF they’re appropriate to the prompt -- Use first 
person (I/me/my/mine) only with personal anecdotes (no “I think” / “I believe”) 

● Remember to have your thesis, then main reasons for believing it (for instance, your 
paragraph topic sentences), supporting examples to back up your reasons (specific evidence 
of the reason) 

● Regarding whether or not students should present a counter-argument and/or a thesis with 
a concession, from a highly respected, longtime reader: “students are required to establish 
and develop their claim using appropriate reasoning and support. If a student does so by 
addressing counterclaims, great. But not required. “Defend, challenge, qualify” has mostly 
been replaced by wording that encourages students to “take a position on <topic>.”... to 
discourage binary thinking.” … “The best arguments are able to demonstrate that their 
assertions can be supported by a variety of examples, showing that they’re not simply 
one-offs. So the might connect personal experience to something more universal. The goal is 
to develop a sophisticated argument, select convincing support, and explain it thoroughly 
and logically.” -- NOTE: If a prompt tells you to argue, TAKE A STANCE, do not equivocate!! 
AP=Answer the Prompt 

 

REVIEW YOUR ARGUMENT HOW-TO PACKET! 
 

 

Quizlet AP Lang Footnotes Flashcards: 
https://quizlet.com/136887953/ap-lang-footnotes-flash-cards  

  

 

https://quizlet.com/136887953/ap-lang-footnotes-flash-cards


STRONG VERBS FOR WRITING 

absorb 
advance 
advise 
alter 
amend 
amplify 
attack 
balloon 
bash 
batter 
beam 
beef 
blab 
blast 
bolt 
boost 
brief 
broadcast 
brood 
burst 
bus 
bust 
capture 
catch 
charge 
chap 
chip 
clasp 
climb 
clutch 
collide 
command 
commune 
cower 
crackle 
crash 
crave 
crush 
dangle 
dash 
demolish 
depart 
deposit 
detect 
deviate 
devour 
direct 
discern 
discover 
dismantle 

download 
drag 
drain 
drip 
drop 
eavesdrop 
engage 
engulf 
enlarge 
ensnare 
envelop 
erase 
escort 
expand 
explode 
explore 
expose 
extend 
extract 
eyeball 
fight 
fish 
fling 
fly 
frown 
fuse 
garble 
gaze 
glare 
gleam 
glisten 
glitter 
gobble 
govern 
grasp 
gravitate 
grip 
groan 
grope 
growl 
guide 
gush 
hack 
hail 
heighten 
hobble 
hover 
hurry 
ignite 
illuminate 

inspect 
instruct 
intensify 
intertwine 
impart 
jostle 
journey 
lash 
launch 
lead 
leap 
locate 
lurch 
lurk 
magnify 
mimic 
mint 
moan 
modify 
multiply 
muse 
mushroom 
mystify 
notice 
notify 
obtain 
oppress 
order 
paint 
park 
peck 
peek 
peer 
perceive 
picture 
pilot 
pinpoint 
place 
plant 
plop 
pluck 
plunge 
poison 
pop 
position 
power 
prickle 
probe 
prune 
realize 

recite 
recoil 
refashion 
refine 
remove 
report 
retreat 
reveal 
reverberate 
revitalize 
revolutionize 
revolve 
rip 
rise 
ruin 
rush 
rust 
saunter 
scamper 
scan 
scorch 
scrape 
scratch 
scrawl 
seize 
serve 
shatter 
shepherd 
shimmer 
shine 
shock 
shrivel 
sizzle 
skip 
skulk 
slash 
slide 
slink 
slip 
slump 
slurp 
smash 
smite 
snag 
snarl 
sneak 
snowball 
soar 
spam 
sparkle 

sport 
sprinkle 
stare 
starve 
steal 
steer 
storm 
strain 
stretch 
strip 
stroll 
struggle 
stumble 
supercharge 
supersize 
surge 
survey 
swell 
swipe 
swoon 
tail 
tattle 
toddle 
transfigure 
transform 
travel 
treat 
trim 
trip 
trudge 
tussle 
uncover 
unearth 
untangle 
unveil 
usher 
veil 
wail 
weave 
wind 
withdraw 
wreck 
wrench 
wrest 
wrestle 
wring 
yank 
zing 
zap 

 

 


