
2018 ENG III NCFE 
Information for Ms. Ausley’s English III/Hon. English III/AP Language classes 

Okay, so there is a lot of confusion about what the North Carolina Final Exam for English will look 
like and how it will be administered.  The following is my attempt to tell you what I know and how I 
would like to help you process and prepare for an exam that will be worth 20% of your final 
course grade.   
 

What is this exam and who said I had to take it? 

North Carolina Final Exams (NCFEs) for high school English Language Arts (ELA) measure students’ 
academic progress in the NC Standard Course of Study, adopted by the North Carolina State Board 
of Education (SBE) in June 2010. NC State Board of Education policy TEST-016 directs schools to 
use the results from all course-specific NCFEs as a minimum of 20% of the student’s final course 
grade. 

 

What does the test look like? 

Enloe will be administering the paper form of the English III NCFE, which consists 48 multiple 
choice questions from several selections drawn from works of literature, including short stories and 
poetry, or informational texts, pulled from the domains of history/social studies or 
science/technology.  Student have 120 minutes to complete the exam. 

In addition to the multiple choice, two of the selections will each have one constructed response 
item, for a total of 48 MC and 2 CR. The constructed response items will be short answer and can 
typically be answered well in a paragraph or less. Each constructed response item targets reading 
skills and measures specific writing skills, and is worth two points.  

 Students will write their responses on the nine lines provided on the answer sheet 
 Students must not write beyond the end of the lines or in the margins. Words written in the 

margins or unlined areas of the answer sheet will not be scored.  
 Students must not add more lines to the answer sheet; words written on extra lines will not 

be scored.  
 Scorers only review for the specific criteria as stated in the item.  
 Additional information not required in the answer does not increase the student’s score.  
 You may answer the constructed response by responding in bullets if appropriate. 

 
 

What else can I do to prepare? 

I will be holding review sessions during class time on the following days: May 21-25, both A days 
and B days.  During such sessions, I will show you examples of possible items and questions from 
WCPSS- and state-released materials, and review specific test-taking strategies geared to this 
assessment. We will also review using Kahoot – you can download the app or use the web site, 
www.kahoot.it, and follow the link on my web site for the specific Kahoot modules I recommend. 
 

http://www.kahoot.it/

