
Ausley’s English III Final Exam Review Guide (2018) 
 

Literary Terms You Need to Know  
(In textbook or http://www.grammar-monster.com/grammar_terms_and_definitions.htm) 
 

 allusion  
 alliteration 
 anecdote 
 aphorism 
 archetype – look in dictionary 
 Types of CHARACTERS  

o dramatic foil (“Foil”) 
o dynamic 
o static 
o flat 
o round 
o stock 

 Types of CONFLICT 
o internal (man v. self) 
o external 

 man v. man 
 man v. nature 
 man v. society 

o man v. beast 
 connotation vs. denotation 
 dialect 
 diction 
 elegy 
 epithet 
 FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE: the use of 

words/word construction in an 
unusual or imaginative manner 

o alliteration  
o euphemism  
o hyperbole 
o idiom 
o metaphor 
o onomatopoeia 

o personification 
o pun 
o simile 

 flashback 
 foreshadowing 
 infer/inference 
 IRONY 

o verbal irony 
o situational irony 
o dramatic irony 

 mood vs. tone 
 POINTS OF VIEW 

o first person (first-person 
pronouns) 

o second person (second-
person pronouns) 

o third-person limited 
o third-person omniscient 

 parallel structure/parallelism 
 personification 
 plot 
 protagonist vs. antagonist 
 pun 
 rhetoric 
 rhetorical devices 
 rhetorical question 
 sarcasm 
 satire, satirical 
 setting  
 stereotype 
 suspense theme  
 symbol, symbolic, symbolism 
 tone vs. mood
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Grammar Terms You Need to Know  
(In textbook or http://www.grammar-monster.com/grammar_terms_and_definitions.htm) 
 
 
 BASIC PARTS OF SPEECH 

o noun 
o pronoun 
o verb 
o adverb 
o adjective 
o conjunction 
o interjection 
o preposition 

 PUNCTUATION 
o period 
o comma 
o colon 
o apostrophe 
o semicolon 
o ellipsis 
o parentheses 
o brackets 
o question mark 
o exclamation mark 
o quotation marks 

 comparatives vs. superlatives 
o most fastest (errors w/ adverbs) 
o most prettiest (errors w/ 

adjectives) 

 abbreviation 
 active vs. passive voice 
 an, a 
 analogy 
 antecedent (pronoun-antecedent 

agreement) 
 antonym 
 capitalization 
 colloquialism 
 concrete noun vs. abstract noun 
 connotative meaning vs. denotative 

meaning (connotation vs. denotation) 
 contraction 
 figure of speech 
 homonym 
 lists with colons 
 lists with semicolons 
 literal vs. figurative meaning 
 neither/nor, either/or, not only/but also 
 oxymoron 
 paradox 
 possessives and possessive plurals (use of 

apostrophes) 
 prefix, root, suffix 
 run-on sentences 
 sentence fragments 
 subject-verb agreement 
 synonym 
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Commonly Confused Words  
(In textbook or http://www.grammar-monster.com/grammar_terms_and_definitions.htm) 
 
 

 a lot, allot, alot 
 accept, except 
 advice, advise 
 affect, effect 
 allowed, aloud 
 allude, elude 
 allusion, illusion 
 already, all ready 
 alright, all right 
 alter, altar 
 bear, bare 
 being, been 
 can, may 
 capitol, capital 
 cite, sight, site 
 coarse, course 
 complement, compliment 
 could of vs. could have 
 defuse, diffuse 
 dependant (not a word), dependent 
 desert, dessert 
 discreet, discrete 
 disinterested, uninterested 
 dissent, descent, decent 
 e.g., i.e. 
 empathy, sympathy 
 fewer, less 
 hanged, hung 

 its, it’s 
 lay, lie 
 loose, lose 
 may be, maybe 
 may, might 
 moral, morale 
 mute, moot 
 past, passed 
 pore, poor, pour 
 raise, rize, rise 
 role, roll 
 shall, will 
 should of vs. should have 
 stationary, stationery 
 standard usage vs. formal usage 
 “Susie and me” vs. “Susie and I” 

(you/I, you/me) 
 that, which 
 their, they’re there, 
 two, to, too 
 vane, vein, vain 
 waist, waste 
 who, that 
 who, whom 
 who’s, whose 
 your, you’re, yore 
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Literary Movements & Their Significance 
 

* Native American & Early American Literature (beginnings through 1800) 
 
Sample Authors & Stories 

 The Sky Tree (Woodland Traditional myth) 
 Coyote Finishes His Work (Nez Perce Traditional Chant) 
 Of Plymouth Plantation (William Bradford) 
 A Narrative of the Captivity (Mary Rowlandson) 
 History of the Diving Line (Byrd) 
 The Interesting Narrative of the Life (Olaudah Equiano) 
 Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God (Jonathan Edwards) 
 The Autobiography (Benjamin Franklin) 

 
Unit Questions 

1. What role does personal bias and perspective play in the literature of this period? 
2. How can the written and spoken word influence people's thoughts and behaviors? 
3. Why is it important to validate research sources? 
4. How does a writer use tone to advance an opinion? 
5. How can artistic expression advance social commentary? 

 
Major Historical Events of this Time 

 Columbus lands in the Bahamas 
 Protests Reformation in Germany (Martin 

Luther) 
 Fall of the Aztec Empire 
 Settlement at Jamestown (Va.) founded 
 Mayflower lands at Plymouth (Mass.) 
 Isaac Newton’s laws of motion and gravity 

published 
 Salem Witch Trials and executions 

 Smallpox in Boston 
 Ben Franklin “discovers” electricity with 

the help of a kite, a key, and lightning 
 French Revolution 
 Napoleon Bonaparte becomes French 

dictator  
 Washington D.C. named the nation’s 

capital 

 
Native American Writing 

 Oral tradition and use of pictographs 
 Highly repetitive to make memorization easier 
 Often, the meter or rhythm of the writing is closely linked to topic of poem 
 Large part of the writing was sung for special rituals and believed to have magical powers 
 Most of these writings also had dances which helped tell the “story” of the “song” 
 Most writings NOT done for purpose of entertainment 

 
6 Main Types of Writings ** 

 Ritual 
 Saga/Epic 
 Love Charms 

 Animal Totem 
 Communication 
 Creation 

** Many of these writings reflect ANIMISM – worshipping nature as an aspect of God 
 
The Puritans/Early Colonies 

 What is the difference between a PILGRIM and a Puritan? 
 What is a PILGRIM? 
 Why did the Puritans seek out life in the New World?  
 What role did religion play in the settlement of North America by Europeans?  How was this 

influence reflected in the literature of the period? 
 What were the similarities and differences between the Northern and Southern colonies? 
 What evidence of Puritan attitudes still exists today? 



 

Age of Reason/Enlightenment & Revolutionary Literature (late 1680s-1800) 
 

Sample Authors & Stories 
 Concord Hymn (Ralph Waldo Emerson) 
 Speech to the Virginia Convention (Patrick Henry) 
 Crisis, No. 1 (Thomas Paine) 
 The Autobiography: The Declaration of Independence (Thomas Jefferson) 

 

 
Major Historical Events 

 French Indian Wars [Britain vs. France for North American territories] 
 Stamp Act → tax on miscellaneous documents 
 Quartering Act → must house British soldiers – (eventually leads to Third amendment) 
 Townshend Acts (Tea Tax; Glass, Lead, & Paper Tax) 
 Boston Massacre (British troops fired on mob) 
 Boston Tea Party → Rebellion against tea tax (Reaction was Intolerable Acts 1774) 
 Patrick Henry’s “Speech to the V.A. Convention” 
 Thomas Jefferson writes the Declaration of Independence 
 Revolution Ends (Noah Webster creates 1st American English Dictionary) 
 Constitution Ratified, Washington Inaugurated 
 Bill of Rights Ratified [1st 10 Amendments] 
 Eli Whitney invents Cotton Gin = beginning of Industrial Revolution in America 
 Yellow Fever Epidemic (Kills 2,086 in New York) 
 Jefferson elected President after John Adams 

 
How the Age of Reason/Enlightenment Affected the Literature of this Time: 
A time marked by: 

1. a firm belief in PROGRESS 
2. common sense 

3. pursuit of INDIVIDUAL happiness 
4. belief in the possibilities of reason 

 
 



 
Thus, the literature of this time shows Americans of ALL walks of life speaking and writing with greater 
confidence and in more unique forms. 
 
“Americans began to rely on the power of their own minds to shape their own destinies and the power of 
their own language to express what that destiny should be.” - Norton Anthology of American Literature 
 
Types of Literature: 

1. Broadsides 
2. Newspaper “Poem Corners” 
3. Unprofessional poems, essays, and songs protesting British control ex. Phillip Freneau - “Poet of 

the Revolution” 
 

OTHER ITEMS TO REMEMBER: 
 Whigs – supported American Revolution 
 Tories – supported the British monarch/King George ; They were against the Revolution 

 
Facts about Yellow Fever: 

 This plague killed about 5,000 people in the first three months 
 Shut down Philadelphia (the capital of the new nation) for 3 months 
 Signs of the yellow fever include black vomit, a black tongue, horrible swelling, and a horrible 

stench 
 Yellow Fever still exists. It came back during the building of the Panama Canal and almost 

stopped production on the canal for many years. The germ that causes yellow fever is related to 
modern day encephalitis, which is carried by mosquitoes and akin to the West Nile virus – 
though we have vaccines, yellow fever could one day again plague humanity 

 
 
  



 

*American Romanticism & Gothic Literature (~1790-1860) 
 
Sample Authors & Stories: 

 Rip Van Winkle (Washington Irving) 
 Legend of Sleepy Hollow (Washington Irving) 

 
Unit Questions 

1. What does society expect from us? 
2. What do we expect from society? 
3. Is the price of progress ever too high? 
4. How can artistic expression advance social commentary? 
5. How do communication skills enhance self-expression? 
6. What is Romanticism? 
7. What are the characteristics of the American Hero? 
8. What is Transcendentalism? 

 philosophical and artistic movement that developed after 1840; focused on matters beyond 
concrete understanding 

9. What is Gothic Literature? A type of Romantic fiction that 
 develops a brooding atmosphere of terror and gloom 
 represents events that are uncanny, macabre, and/or melodramatically violent  
 often deals with aberrant (not typical: deviating from what is normal or desirable) 

psychological states 

 
Major Historical Events of this Time 

 1780 Gordon Riots – London is under mob rule 
 1785 End of Neoclassical Period/Enlightenment/Age of Reason 
 1789 French Revolution 
 1830 marks end of Industrial Revolution  

 
6 Main Characteristics of American Romanticism: 

1. love of nature 
2. fascination with supernatural 
3. nationalism 

4. focus on self 
5. idealism 
6. the exotic 

 
 



MAJOR CONCEPTS in Romanticism 
I. Concept of Poetry and the Poet 

 Neoclassical view ( poetry is an imitation of nature/human life) 
VS. 

 Romantic view (poetry is a “spontaneous overflow of feeling”) 
 Central theme/form of Romantic poetry = ROMANTIC QUEST – about the 
 Formation of self/a radical metaphorical journey towards one’s true identity (ex. The 

Search for Holy Grail) 
II. Poetic Spontaneity and Freedom 

 Major belief of Romantic poets: “Deep thinking is only produced by deep feeling.” 
 Idea that genius acts unconsciously 
 Idea of artistic independence 

III. Romantic Nature Poetry 
 Natural scene has become a primary poetic subject 
 Endowed nature with a metaphysical view vs. materialistic product/scientific view (Old 

Enlightenment view) 
IV. Glorification of Commonplace 

 “To refresh our sense of wonder in the everyday & invest ordinary things with reverence.” 
 invest the ordinary with the extraordinary 

V. The Supernatural in “STRANGENESS & BEAUTY” 
 Scenes of occult powers → return to mystic, oriental, folk traditions of Middle Ages 
 B, W, C (Byron, Wordsworth, & Coleridge) → explore visionary states of children, dreams, 

nightmares, hypnotics, opium, etc.- [All about other realities and altered states liked to push 
limits; are extremists.] 

VI. Individualism, infinite striving, non-conformity 
AND 

VII. Concept of Reality 
 Radical individualism 
 Go to EXTREMES!! 

 New concept of mind as creator of the universe it sees/perceives 
 Refusal to submit to limitations 

 Introduced “theme of exile” → the disinherited mind that cannot find its spiritual 
home 

 (Cain, Satan, Faust) 
VIII. APOCALYPTIC EXPECTATIONS 

 Visionary idea following French Revolution – that there would be a regeneration of the 
human race 

 “Apocalypse as a recovery of the imaginative vision of things as they really are, seen 
THROUGH and not WITH the eye” - William Blake 

 A view of the apocalypse not as a change in the world but in our world view 
IX. DRAMA 

 Unfavorable to stage stuff – too much imitation; could not throw off 
 Elizabethan/Renaissance styles of theater. 

  



 

*American Renaissance/Age of Realism (late 1830s-1860) 
(some overlap with American Romanticism) 
 
Sample Authors & Stories: 

 Nature (Ralph Waldo Emerson) 
 Self-Reliance (Emerson) 
 Walden/Life in the Woods (Henry David 

Thoreau) 
 Resistance to Civil Government 

(Thoreau) 
 Letter from Birmingham City Jail 

(Martin Luther King, Jr.) 

 Fall of the House of Usher (Edgar Allan 
Poe) 

 The Raven (Poe) 
 The Minister’s Black Veil (Nathaniel 

Hawthorne) 
 The Scarlett Letter (Hawthorne) 
 Moby Dick (Herman Melville) 
 Poetry of Walt Whitman, Emily 

Dickinson, Pablo Neruda  
 

 
Historical Events and Problems 

 slavery 
 materialism/mechanization of labor 
 child labor 

 political corruption 
 Mexican-American War (1846-1848) 

 
Transcendentalism:  based on the belief that the most fundamental truths about life and death can be 
reached only by going beyond the world of the senses/by transcending (rising through and above) the 
material world/world of the senses 

o belief that higher spiritual truths are found through intuition 
o truth is relative NOT objective as in the Enlightenment; truth is all about perception 
o belief that intuition is the “highest power of the soul” - OVERSOUL- Immanuel Kant is the 

philosopher who defined this 
 nature=divinity 
 strong emphasis on individualism/non-conformity 
 highly optimistic (positive) 
 belief in ultimate utopia 
 belief that industrialization and the mechanization of labor changes the human being into a 

mindless “robot”/ where technology instead of helping us, hurts us by making us into mere cogs/ 
Thoreau says: “We do not ride the railroad; it rides upon us”  
 

 
 



Emerson and Thoreau, the Darker Visionists 
 pessimistic philosophy (negative) 
 nature=ambiguous and unknowable 
 belief that evil and suffering cannot be easily dismissed 
 belief that human nature is obstinate (stubborn) 
 belief that life has been and always will be mysterious (no hope of finding real truth) 
 Hobbes’s philosophies from the Enlightenment: “life is nasty, brutish, and short” / natural state 

of man is WAR 
 

Gothic Literature 
 Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849) most famous American Gothic writer 
 The word Gothic originally referred to the Goths, an early Germanic tribe 
 Later, the term was associated with the architecture of Medieval and English Renaissance 
 cathedrals 
 1st Gothic novel: Horace Walpole’s The Castle of Otranto : A Gothic Story 

 
Melville and Hawthorne, Romantic Prose and Poetry 

 same as it was before, but ending/going out of vogue 
 new idea of Romance novel defined by Nathaniel Hawthorne – a novel that does not need 

to be based in reality, but only in the larger realm of human emotion 
 
Fireside Poets – who were they?? 

 poems concerned with ordinary people 
 inspiring 

 easy to read 
 formed a national mythology 

 
Social Climate of the Time Period: 

 feeling of self-confidence 
 prosperity 

 expansiveness 
 individualism 

 
MORE ON THOREAU: 

 3 reasons for the “businesslike” language in Thoreau’s “Economy” from Walden 
1. the change has not happened yet; man still “fritters” 
2. to reach out to people who might not otherwise listen; to build a bridge to the reader 
3. so that the reader will come to Thoreau’s same conclusion for him or herself 

 Walden is “organic” in structure in these ways: 
1. seasonal categories and growth throughout 
2. nature yields the universal truths in this book 
3. his emphasis on simplicity 

 
  



 

*Age of Realism & Regionalism (Civil War & Post-war Period) (1850s-1910) 
 
 

  
 

Sample Authors & Stories: 
 My Guilt (Maya Angelou) 
 The Narrative of the Life (Frederick 

Douglass) 
 A Pair of Silk Stockings (Kate Chopin) 

 Life on the Mississippi (Mark Twain) 
 An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge 

(Ambrose Bierce) 
 To Build a Fire (Jack London) 

 
Unit Questions 

1. What effect does war have on individuals and communities? 
2. What does it mean to be an American? 
3. How does a writer use tone to advance an opinion? 
4. How do communication skills enhance self-expression? 
5. How does a person create a personal definition of the American Dream? 

 
Major Historical Events of this Time 

 Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 
 Women’s Rights Movement 
 Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution published 
 American Civil War 
 Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address 
 Lincoln’s Assassination at Ford Theatre 
 13th Amendment outlawing slavery 
 U.S. buys Alaska from Russia 
 General Custer’s last stand against the Sioux Indians in the Dakota territories 
 Alexander Graham Bell patents the first telephone 
 Thomas Edison patents first phonograph/record player 
 American Red Cross is founded 
 Booker T. Washington founds the Tuskegee Institute 
 Dedication of the Statue of Liberty 
 James Naismith invents basketball with a peach basket 
 Athens, Greece hosts the first modern Olympics 
 Sigmund Freud advances the field of psychiatry with publication on interpreting dreams 



 
 

* The Modern Era of Literature (1900-1950) 
 
Unit Questions 

1. Are dreams necessary for mankind even when they are not achievable? 
2. How does the modern world isolate people from one another? 
3. How does a writer use tone to advance an opinion? 
4. How do communication skills enhance self-expression? 
5. What can a writer learn from studying an author's craft and style? 
6. How have the strategies you've learned this year helped you to be a better reader, writer, speaker, 

listener, and critical thinker? 
 
 

       
 

Sample Authors & Stories: 
o The Great Gatsby (F. Scott Fitzgerald) 
o The Crucible (Arthur Miller) 
o A Wagner Matinee (Willa Cather) 
o His Father’s Earth (Thomas Wolfe) 
o Poetry of Robert Frost 
o The Leader of the People (John Steinbeck) 
o FILM: Of Mice and Men 
o The Secret Life of Walter Mitty (James 

Thurber) 

o Peanuts comics (Charles Schulz) 
o A Worn Path (Eudora Welty) 
o Soldier’s Home (Ernest Hemingway) 
o The Jilting of Granny Weatherall 

(Katherine Ann Porter) 
o A Rose for Emily (William Faulkner) 
o Poetry of e.e. cummings, William Carlos 

Williams, Ezra Pound, Langston Hughes 

 
Major Historical Events of this Time 

 Einstein’s Theory of Relativity 
 Titanic sinks 
 WWI & WWII, Korean War 
 Harlem Renaissance 
 19th Amendment (Women’s Suffrage) 
 Lindbergh completes 1st trans-Atlantic 

flight 

 Stock Market Crash 
 Gandhi leads protest against British salt 

tax in India 
 FDR becomes President; New Deal 

counters effect of the Depression 
 United Nations and State of Israel are 

established 



 

* Post-Modern Literature (1950-present) 
 

 
 
Sample Authors & Stories: 

o Night (Elie Wiesel) 
o Hiroshima (John Hersey) 
o Poetry of Anna Quindlen, 

Theodore Roethke, Toni Morrison, 
o The Magic Barrel (Barnard 

Malamud) 

o Black Boy (Richard Wright) 
o The Girl Who Wouldn’t Talk 

(Maxine Hong Kingston) 
o Son (John Updike) 
o The Joy Luck Club (Amy Tan) 

 
Major Historical Events of this Time 

 HUAC “Red Scare” lead by Senator Joseph McCarthy 
 End of the Korean War 
 Desegregation of public schools (Supreme Court ruling) 
 Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba 
 MLK Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech at Lincoln Memorial 
 Assassination of President Kennedy 
 U.S. involvement in Vietnam War 
 Assassination of Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
 Assassination of Senator Robert Kennedy (brother of President Kennedy) 
 First astronauts to walk on the moon 
 Woodstock 
 444-day Iranian hostage standoff at American Embassy 
 Sandra Day O‘Connor becomes first female Supreme Court justice 
 Space shuttle Challenger explodes after takeoff – televised live, first teacher to become an 

astronaut 
 Fall of the Berlin Wall 
 Pro-democracy demonstrations lead by students in Tiananmen Square, Beijing, China 
 Operation Desert Storm 
 Internet becomes regular form of communication 

 

  



 

* Poetry Terms 

All of the terms below should be defined specifically to poetry.  

 

 allusions 
 analogy 
 assonance 
 atmosphere 
 cadence 
 coda 
 couplet 
 Elizabethan (or Shakespearean) sonnet 
 extended metaphor 
 free verse 
 hymn meter 
 iamb 
 iambic foot 
 iambic pentameter 
 iambic tetrameter 
 idyll 
 imagery 
 inversion 
 Italian sonnet 
 metaphor 
 meter

 
 mood 
 octave 
 onomatopoeia 
 parallel structure 
 personification 
 poet’s message 
 poet’s style 
 pun 
 quatrain 
 refrain (noun) 
 rhyme 
 rhyme scheme 
 sestet 
 setting 
 simile 
 sound effects 
 tone 
 How could a poet make imagery like 

“coldness” visible? 
 How could a poet personify a brook? 


